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Bread 
: By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


74 RRAY come and share my feast,”’ I said. 
His hungry eyes devoured the plate, 
The age-old wonder of the bread — 
Then, “Wait,” he murmured, ‘‘wait!"’ 


*« I cannot taste your tempting fare 
Until its origin is plain ; 

Who first made bread? How ? When, and where? 
And who first planted grain ? 


*¢ What process forced the chilly seed 
Up from its subterranean gloom, 

To burgeon into wheaten bread — 
To bring a loaf to bloom ?” 


I pled, ‘* But-will you starve yourself | 
In trying to explain each crumb ? 
My fragrant loaves pile, high the shelf; 

The feast is ready, come!” 


He turned away with empty hand, 

And longing he could scarce control. — 
So folly waits to understand 

The Bread that satisfies the soul ! 








ea 
Every child of God loves God. How deep is our 


Testing Our Love for God ~ 


love for God? A century or more ago Robert Hall 
(1764-1831) preached a sermon on “Marks of Love 
to God,” and said some searching things about Chris- 
tians and the Bible. “If you would ascertain whether 
you love God, consider how you stand affected toward 
the Word of God... . All who sincerely love God are 
students of his Word; they here also accord in soul 
with the Psalmist, and like him can say, ‘O how love 
I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.’ They eat 
it as food for their souls, and find it sweeter than 
honey. They go to it as to an inexhaustible fountain, 
and drink from it streams of sacred light and joy. A 
neglected Bible is too unambiguous a sign of an un- 
sanctified heart; since that blest book cannot fail to 
attract every one that loves its divine Author. How 
is it possible to delight in God, and yet neglect that 
Word which alone reveals him in his true and glori- 
ous character —alone C’scovers the way by which he 
comes into unison with us, and condescends to pardon 
us, to love us, and to guide us through all this mysteri- 
ous state of being? It is observable that the only 
persons who are inattentive to their own sacred books 
are to be found among Christians. _Mohammedans 
commit large portions of the Koran to memory; the 
Jews regard the Old Testament with- reverence; the 


Hindu Brahmans are enthusiastically attached to 
their Shastra; while Christians alone neglect their 
Bible. And the reason is, that the. Scriptures are so 
much more spiritual than the religious books received 
by others; they afford so little scope for mere amuse- 
ment or self-complacency ; they place the reader alone 
with God; they withdraw him from the things that 
are seen and temporal, and fix him among the things 
that are unseen and éternal; they disclose to his view 
at once the secret evils of his own condition, and the 
awful purity of that Being with whom he has to do. 
No wonder the ungodly man hates their light, neither 
comes to their light, but retires from it farther and 
farther into the shades of guilty ignorance.” If we 
find this “unambiguous sign” of lack of love for God 
in our own life, we can make a change. We cannot 
create love, but we can feed on his Word. The more 
consistently we store up the Word in our hearts, the 
more surely will the Holy Spirit spread abroad in our 
hearts the love of God. 
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Better Than Self-Repairing , 


Human work always has to be repaired. Any- 
thing that sin affects is weakened and is bound sooner 
or later to disintegrate. Not only the human race, 
but the whole natural creation was thus affected when 
sin came. A reader of The Sunday School Times 
who is experienced in building and electrical engineer- 
ing writes to the Editor: “I have been experimenting 
in building of a more permanent t of cottage,— fire- 
proof, stormproof, etc.; but as run into various 
causes of disintegration, I have thought how wonder- 
ful would be the house of living material, self-repair- 
ing. What a temple for endurance, made of living 
stones — disintegration overcome!” Only God can 
build in that way. The Lord Jesus Christ began a 
building of that sort nineteen centuries ago, when he 
said of himself: “Upon this rock I. will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it” (Matt. 16:18). Of the materials the Holy Spirit 
says to all believers: “Ye also, as living stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
vffer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ” & Pet. 2:5). Even in this living and 
indestructible urch of Christ, which is his body, 
man-made materials can enter during this present age; 
those materials were not put there by the Lord, but 
by men, and they are disintegrating. But the time 
is coming when they will be forever done away, and 


the on itself, made wholly and only by the Lond, 
will stand forth. Each individual then will have, in his 
own body, a building that is even better than self-re- 
pairing, for there will be nothing in it that ever needs 
repair! “For this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality .. . 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 15:53, 54). 
What a temple for endurance that will be! We have 
God’s _—— word that it shall endure as long as 


himsel 
= 
Apparently Providential 


When circumstances agree with our desires we 
are likely to call,them providences. But are they? 
They may be and*they may not be. It is easy for 
Satan to imitate God’s providences. On the other 
hand, we are likely to think of adverse circumstances 
as indications that we are out of God’s will, when 
this may not be so either. In the recent articles in 
The Sunday School Times on Andre-v Murray were 
some discerning sentences in a letter written by this 
remarkable man of God to his wife. “You think, 
because I have not been so successful, that this is the 
sign the journey is not the Lord’s will. We must be 
careful in judging thus. In the Notes on Exodus 
there was a very striking remark: ‘Apparently pro.i- 
dential openings are sometimes our most dangerous 
temptations.’ And so of failure: we cannot judge of 
our path by this. ... Even comparative failure has not 
for one moment madé me think I was not on the 
right path.” If God has plainly directed us to enter 
upon a certain course, then obstacles, difficulties, even 
apparent failures in that course are not to shake our 
faith, The obstacles and seeming failures may be 
just what he willis in order that his triumph may be 
the more clearly -and exclusively of his* grace and 
power. Similarly we are to test “apparently provi- 
dential openings” in every possible way, by the Scrip- 
tures, by prayer, by common sense, and a study of 
circumstances. Merely because an opening .omes, in 
a direction we have been hoping for, does not neces- 
sarily mean it is of God. God will show us. He 


not only has wisdom, but he will give us his own * 


wisdom. He will uncloak Satan in his counterfeit 
garment of light if we patiently, believingly wait on 
God for this. Then, whether of “failure” or of 


“success,” instead of “apparently” God will. enable Al 


us to say, “I know.” 
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' A Swiss Lighthouse 


HE name of Necker is one to conjure with in 

Geneva. One day in October, 1874, a young 

scion of this house, Mile. Necker, went from 
door ,to door in a degraded quarter of the city distrib- 
uting Bibles. In each copy she had underscored the 
heart of the Gospel, John 3:16. When she had com- 
pleted her round the people of the quarter foregathered 
in two rooms to drink wine and to regale themselves 
with chestnuts roasted at a fire made of Mile. Necker’s 
Bibles! Such was the spirit of the place. 

Fortunately she and her friends were not discour- 
aged by this insolent treatment. Mlle. Adéle Pélaz 
had been a teacher of rough boys in three Sunday- 
schools. One spring morning she saw from her win- 
dow seven or eight young fellows sitting in a stone- 
cutter’s shed. She went down to them, handed them 
tracts, and talked to them in a friendly way. Their 
responses revealed a whole unknown world of tempta- 
tion, of suffering, of sin. One of them asked if he 
could not have some religious instruction. This 
request lead Mile. Pélaz to a Gospel hall with 
the purpose of transforming into useful citizens and 
genuine Christians vagabond boys between the ages 
of fifteen and twenty-one. The mission in 1926 cele- 
brated its fiftieth anniversary, and Mlle. Pélaz still 
leads it. 

It was an unheard of task. The low ceilinged hall 
was soon filled with a mocking, laughing crowd. 
Some drew guinea pigs or white mice from their 








pockets; some had little bells sewed on their clothes ; 
some released May bugs, imitated street cries, tried 
to smoke, cast things about freely. What patience and 
quietness of spirit it required in the ladies who led ‘the 
enterprise! But after a little, things quieted down. 
The crowd was indeed more quickly gained to order 
than one would have thought possible. While the 
gamins outside who threw stones into the hall through 
the windows were attended to by the police, laughing 
and horse-play within became less and less frequent. 

The central message of the mission was summed up 
in the words of Acts 3:26, “Unto you first God, hav- 
ing raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you from his iniquities.” 
This work for the formation of moral character af- 
firmed first, the necessity of conversion and a new 
orientation of all personal capacities through ‘the 
Holy Spirit and the Word of God; secondly, it Sought 
to awaken desire for the salvation of others; and 
thirdly, it aimed to develfop the mental gifts of young 
men and to help them in their careers. 

The work expanded. Adjacent rooms were hired 
for singing classes, Bible study, prayer-meetings, and 
family social gatherings. Publications were issued, tracts 
for apprentices, and the like, headed with the three 
A’s,— Aimesz-les, Aidez-les, Avertissez-les (“Love them, 
help them, warn them”). An eighth of the young 
people registered at “the Star” (l’Etoile) were with- 
out trades. They were helped to places where they 
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could learn them. Conferences for prayer and medita- 
tion were organized,—at Gryon, Wufflens, Valen- 
tigny, and elsewhere. Branches of the mission were 
opened in a dozen quarters of the city. 
During these fifty years of activity the financial 
march of “the Star” has been a journey of faith. 
The mission has made neither sales, collections, reports, 
nor appeals for funds, and has no salaried agent. It 
has subsisted, thanks to a small number of friends, 
but above all it has trusted in God whose are the gold 
and the silver. He has provided, —so well that Mlle. 
Brandt the treasurer is able to say, “We have never 
once had a deficit; once only at the year’s close was 
there a balance of ten centimes (two cents).” It has 
indeed had its trial of faith but has also. experienced 
the marvelous aid of God in times of need. 

What was it that opened the way for this mission? 
The motherly Christian love of the women who led 
it, a love able to lay bare the sores in the hearts of 
young men and to, offer them the remedy. Its suc- 
cess for fifty years is frankly attributed to the Bible, 
Magna Charta of the citizens of Heaven, treasure of 
treasures,. vehicle of the regenerating Spirit. How 
fine is the testimony of Mme. Alice van Berchem- 
Necker, who leads the Bible study periods! 

“The Bible is the sacred weapon, the inspiration of 
all the teaching at /’Etoile, for l’Etoile is really a 
school of the Bible. It is the sword of the Spirit. 
We believe in its power as much as in its authority. 
Our testimony has value only as we believe this. 

“The Word of God works in the heart with a life- 
giving power. It is incorruptible seed: it engenders 
divine life in the soul. It is the spiritual food that 
supports this life. It gives wisdom to the simple as the 
Psalmist says. It purifies the heart.~ It gives pros- 
perity in the work. It assures victory over sin. It 
is the solid foundation of our faith. 

“As Adolphe Monod says, ‘The Bible is Jesus Christ 
written, living, present, speaking.’ There is no book 
comparable to it for forming men of God. Nothing 
can replace its daily-reading. Spiritual development 
depends less on attendance at meetings than on the 
daily habit of refreshing oneself at this source of 
life. It is the keystone of religious education, the lib- 
erating message which young men have need of in the 
face of temptations, at times burning and often long- 
continued. 

“In the teaching given them one must show not only 
the path of pardon, conversion, and a new life, but 
that of sanctification. We have indeed many times 
experienced that it is in those gatherings where the 
message of a holy life is given that the prodigal sons 
find the: way back to the Father’s home. Wearied by 
their defeats, discouraged at the standstill in their 
inner life,’realizing that sin clings*to them as if woven 
into their flesh, they utter the agonizing cry of the 
apostle, ‘I would—I cannot.’ The appeal to sancti- 
fication conducts them to repentance and in turn re- 
pentance conducts them to sanctification. : 

“It is a useless thing to offer them a diluted Gospel, 
to soft-pedal the sacrifices demanded or to veil the 
cross from their eyés. Show them the heights aimed 
at, emancipation from sin, and the victory to which 
God calls us, and you will surely find an echo in the 
depths of their hearts. 

“We believe in prayer as much as in the Scriptures. 
Every effort, every advance ought to be enveloped in 
prayer. This double faith in Bible and prayer is the 
justification of our work, its raison d’étre,” 

In the jubilee report of the mission Mlle. Pélaz 
writes of the principles used in guiding the meet- 
ings so that there should be a perpetual revival. “Why 
let the fire go out,” she asks, “only to have to relight 
it again? In opening a meeting one should always 
affirm the presence of God, creating a sense of this 
by some moments of quiet meditation followed by 
prayer. This inoculates the assembly with the convic- 
tion of a God who can, as opposed to. the menital credo 
of the greater part of the audience, ‘I believe in God 
the Father without power, unable to make me walk 
in the royal avenues of holiness.’ 

“Then one should grave on the hearts the essential 
truths of the evangelistic message, certitude of pardon, 
victory over sin, death to self as a possibility. The 

\ divinity of Christ and his expiatory death should be 
made clear and the sovereign authority of. Scripture. 

“Without ceasing to preside with care, order, and 
clear-sightedness one should let the Holy. Spirit have 
freedom to act. Ask from on high the divine sense 
that inclines one'to be still, to shorten or to lengthen 
one’s utterances. Illustrate, concretize! Jehovah him- 
self and the Lord Jesus give us striking examples. 
After the interminable discourses of the three friends 
comes Elihu. He speaks well ‘but still sermonizes. 
Then is heard the voice of the Etennal. ‘Gird up thy 
loins,’ he says to his servant and leads him out into 
the museum of nature,— stars, mountains, thunder, 
rain, ostrich, lion, goat, crocodile, — all pass in review. 
The result? Job cries out, ‘I know that thou canst 
do all things.’ 

“And in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus employs 
nearly a hundred concrete words! 

“Shun pleasantries, plays on words. Their use is 
an excellent way to lose all moral authority. If one 
is to maintain the spirit of revival one must learn to 
take a snub. In conclusion,—never dryness, never 
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lukewarmness, always sacred fire, always refreshment 
at the source, always on the summits of the faith, 
always seated at the feet of the Great Physician who 
heals souls and maintains them in health.” 

In the mission there has been an inner circle of ‘con- 
verts which has taken the name of la Forteresse (“the 
Fortress”). Its motto is, “Watch and Pray.” This 
tried band goes out Sunday afternoons inviting young 
roughs'to the meeting. They receive a full share of 
abuse, are called bigots and hypocrites, are even greeted 
with stones, and at times assaulted by some “pirate” 
of the street corner. Monday morning there is the 
persecution in the workshop when shameless fellow 
workmen seek to poison them with their own im- 
morality. “In order to preserve our principles of 
pufity,” writes one of this band, “nothing less was 
needed than daily Bible reading together with weekly 
Bible studies and the evangelistic meetings.” At these 
meetings would often appear old Etoilians now on the 
foreign field, for many missionaries—in Belgium; 
Spain, Africa, South America— received their first 
impulse to the Christian life in this “hall of miracles” 
as Pastor Bersier calls it. Of the publications of the 
mission Professor Junet-Moser of the University of 
Geneva says, “One finds them nearly everywhere, in 
the most remote-corners of our mountains and of those 
of France and even in other European countries.” 

The report gives typical stories of the Spirit’s 
working at l’Etoile. The son of a wealthy merchant 
has made himself impossible: by his courses. “I’ve 
opened my purse too often to the lazy fellow,” com- 
plains the father. “Let him now shift for himself. 
I’m tired of his communist theories. Where did he 
get the bomb he put in the staircase at O’s house? 
If Colonel G. had not discovered it my rascally son 
would have had twenty years in prison. What a dis- 
grace that would have been for us! .. .” 


JULY 21, 1928 


“Hesitating, yet with high-pitched words - the 


met us saying, ‘I did not wish to leave Switzerlande | 


without saying good-bye.’ = 

“‘We are accustomed to offer those leaving ug* 
Bible, and we pray with them. But you have adve 
tised so loudly your unbelief that it seems usel@gsgy 
If, however, down there homesickness comes over youg 
put up this prayer each day, “Lord, open my eyes#®® 

“No word for three years. Then one day in ffi 
morning mail a card from this former infidel with 
four words only and his: signature, ‘JI les a ouveée 
(“He has opened them’’).’” 

“How I remember that evening at the Etoile,” 
writes a pastor. “We were inspired that evening with 
love for missions and fired for service for Jesus Christ. 
The hymns were sung with such power as to drown 
out the noise of the tram-cars passing under our 
windows, 

“Then came that unforgettable moment when all 
bowed in prayer. We sent Godward our desires to 
serve him. I had the clear feeling that Jesus passed 
in our midst and placed his hand on my shoulder. 
My heart burned. I had the intuition that in spite 
of my ignorance he was going to open the ways 

“And now? It is ‘true! Behold me in the ancient 
parish of Felix Neff in the upper’ Alps. How small I 
feel myself compared with my predecessors, but how 
beautiful my task in ‘spite of the six or eight hours’ 
walk often taken through deep snows: to: visit .my 
parishioners.” 

The secret of. it all? Colonel Fermaud tells ‘us. 
“Love is a force but the Bible interpreted by love’ is 
another force. ‘The: Gospel, the integral Gospel, will 


“7 


_always awaken consciences and speak to hearts. When 


new Nicodemuses come evenings for aid, counsel, and 
light, they confess, make reparation, and go away on 
the wings of a relieved conscience.” 





Our Lord’s Seeming Harshness 


Will you please give an explanation of our Lord’s 
seeming harshness toWard the Syrophenician woman? 
(Mark 7: 24-30.) Our pastor thinks it is one of the 
most difficult passages in the Bible, and I know of 
one young man who is said to have forsaken the min- 
istry on account of it. So your interpretation of tfie 
incident may benefit many. 

I have been a subscriber and constant reader of 
your papet for many years, and count it among 
many blessings that have come into my lifeé—A South 
Carolina physician. 


How can anyone who trusts, and loves, and there- 
fere knows the Lord Jesus Christ, ever be troubled 
bv anything that he did? Do we forget that God is 
love? Do we forget that “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son’? Do we forget 
that his Son, who loved sinners and the lost world 
with the perfect and eternal love that “beareth all 
things, . . . endureth all things,” and that “never fail- 
eth,” laid down his own life as the sinner’s Substitute, 
receiving in himself the wages of man’s sin, which is 
death; and that just before he died in agony he prayed, 
“Father, forgive them; for they. know not what they 
do”? Howcan we forget these facts concerning the One 
who is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever,” 
when we come across some passage in the Scriptures 
that seems to indicate some “harshness” in this won- 
drous character? It is difficult to believe that any 
real Christian ever forsook the ministry because of 
this Gospel passage. There seems reason to question 
whether one who could do so was ever saved. 

On the surface, of course, the familiar incident of 
Christ and the Syrophenician woman seéms strange. The 
Lord had gone into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, 
and evidently had entered heathen territory, passing 
beyond the boundaries of the Holy’ Land. It is be- 
lieved that he may have done this in order to avoid, 
just then, the murderous angér and. enmity of. the 
Pharisees. That he had.not gone there to minister 
to the Gentiles is indicated by. the statement that he 
“entered into an house, and would have no man know 
it: but he could not be hid”’ His mission, during 
his life on earth, was not to the Gentiles. but to God’s 
chosen people Israel. In Matthew’s account of this 
incident (15: 21-28) the» Lord plainly. .says:- “I -am 
not sent but unto the lost. sheep of the house of Is- 
rael.” When instructing the twelve disciples as he 
sent them forth, he commanded “them: “Go not into 
the way: of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israei” (Matt. 10:5, 6). In 
his own perfect wisdom and perfect love God knew 
that unto the Jew must be committed the oracles of 
God (Rom.. 3:2) and that the earthly ministry of his, 
Son must, be “to the Jew first” (Rom. 1:16). Through 
the Jew the Gospel was to be given to the whole world, 
and this divine purpose was ‘carried out. 

When “certain Greeks” at Jerusalem, just before 
Christ’s crucifixion, asked one of the disciples if they 





might see him, the Lord did not grant their request. 


Dr. Scofield’s comment is illuminating: ‘He does not 
receive these Gentiles. A Christ in the -flesh, King of 
the Jews, could be no proper object of faith to the 
Gentiles, though the Jews should have believed on 
Him-as such. ForGentiles the corn of wheat must 
fall into the ground and die; Christ must be lifted 
up on the cross and ftelieved in as‘a sacrifice for sin, 
as Seed of Abraham, not David (John 12:24, 32; 
Gal. 3: 7-14; Eph. 2: 11-13).” ‘ 

The Lord was holding to the true mission that had 
been committed to him for his earthly lifetime, in 
refraining from a yeady response to the call. of the 
Syrophenician woman who asked him to heal her 
daughter “grievously vexed with a devil.” The Orien- 
tal phraseology in which he explained this sounds 
harsh to us, but we know the loving heart of God 
well enough to rest assured that it was not so. Our 
Lord said: “It is not meet to take the children’s 
bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.” Oriental lan- 
guage, and the inspired language of the Scriptures, | 
often state things in extremes. Elsewhere the Lord 
had said, “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs” 
(Matt. 7:6). The Jews were the children of God’s 
covenant; others were outside as yet. 

One thing is blessedly evident: the Syrophenician 
woman was not rebuffed. Eagerly she answered: 
“Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the 
children’s crumbs.” Her faith had been severely 
tested; but she continued to pray, and fainted not. 
Then the Lord honored her persistent, prevailing faith, 
and healed the daughter. 

Is there not a real lesson here for all Christians 
today, that when our Lord’s dealings with us seem 
to be harsh, we are to trust him as persistently and 
confidently as this heathen woman did? Surely if she 
could do so, who had no knowledge of him save gen- 
eral hearsay, we who have received him as Saviour 
and Lord should “much more” refuse ever to be turned 
away from unshzken confidence in his love and power 
by anything he may say or do. It will rejoice our 
Lord’s heart to say to us, even as he did to the 
heathen woman, “Great is thy faith: be it unto thee 


even as thou wilt.” 


ve 


“Tf*a man love me... my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him” (John 14:23). It is a wonderful thing, which 
no other religion in the world has dreamed of, that 
our God and Lord should want and should demand 
the love of His people. But so it is. Love ever wants 
love, and is not satisfied until it gets it. No other 
religion ever pictured the thought of a God who loved, 
and therefore could not imagine One who. wanted love 
in return. Yet when the love in Him is understood, 
it is natural enough that the love to Him should:be 
given. It means that He prizes highly, and finds His 
own joy in, the affection of kis people at its full— 
The Rev. Hubert Brooke, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Opening the way with Gospels and 


Adventures in Soul Winning on Shipboard 


Testaments 
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By George T. B. Davis 





re 











O SEEK to win souls when traveling doubles 
the joy of the journey. -If you do not believe 
it, try it. : 
_ But if you are going to reap the largest fruitage 
of blessing in the lives of others, and if you are going 
to have your own soul flooded with.the joy of the 


Lord, you must not try to fish for souls with an émpty»* 


hook. You must use plenty of attractive bait. And 
I believe the best bait in the world is the Word of God. 

Before you start on your journey, lay in a supply of 
attractive Gospels and Testaments in the language, .or 


languages, of the passengers and the crew that will , 


be on the steamer. You will find that the gift of a 
Gospel or Testament gives you a priceless point of 
contact with the one you are seeking to lead to the 
Lord. When you give people something their heart 
opens. to you, their prejudice disappears, and you are 
in sympathetic accord. And when you give them the 
Word of God, it is the most natural thing in the 
world to ask about their soul’s welfare. And finally, 
your words may amount to nothing, but we know 
that His Word will not revurn void. 

Let me illustrate this point. Recently I was travel- 
ing from China to America on the “Siberia Maru,’ 
a Japanese steamer of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha Line. 
When I stepped on board the ship at Shanghai I 
had a stock of somewhat more than fifty English 
Testaments, about the same number of Japanese and 
Chinese; and a fair number. of Japanese Gospels. 
Words fail me to express the wonderful help these 

’ Testaments have been in our soul-winning work on 
this steamer. 


A College Graduate’s Confession 


Shortly. before taking the steamer at Shanghai, a 
friend called and wished me to get in touch with a 
young man. who was sailing on the same ship, and 
who was not a Christian. On the second day after 
we left Shanghai the Lord brought me into contact 
with the young man, and we had a splendid talk and 
discussion for about an hour. Early in the course of 
our conversation I gave him a copy of a neat, illus- 
trated pocket Testament. He appreciated the gift, 
and finally, just before we parted, he promised me 
faithfully that he would read the little Book. f 

Nearly a week later the ship began to pitch a bit, 
and many of the passengers were forced to have a 
few days of rest in their berths. The young man was 
one of the number. When the sea once more became 
calm, I met him again, and was surprised and de- 
lighted to hear him say that he had read the entire 
New Testament through in four days! He has 
not yet decided for Christ, but Iam hoping and 
praying that he may do so, and: will appreciate the 
prayers of those who may read these lines that he 
may soon find the Light. My talk with him probably 
made a very slight impression, but we may be sure 
that his soul was deeply stirred by reading the entire 
New Testament. zx i 

Not long after we left Shanghai two lady «mission- 

aries from China, Miss Viola Humphreys and Miss 
Katherine Murray, became acquainted with a Chinese 
young lady who had been graduated at one of the 
leading colleges in China, and was going to America 
to complete her education. The missionaries found 
her like a piece of ripe fruit ready to be picked. She 
told them that while attending the mission college 
she had longed to be a Christian, but she was busy 
with her. studies, and others seemed to be too busy 
to talk to her about her soul’s salvation. 
. When the ladies appealed to her to yield her life 
to Christ, she did so with tears of repentance and joy. 
The next morning she attended the little prayer-meet- 
ing that is held each day after breakfast, and offered 
a beautiful and simple prayer of confession and ac- 
ceptance of Christ. ie is 

On the day of her decision she wrote in her diary: 
“Lord, I thank Thee that‘I now know Thee, and shall 
believe Thee forever with all my heart, and obey and 
love Thee, for I know I Stialf ever dwell in this your 
glorious light of happiness and love. Our Father, I~ 
know none can save the world from their sins but 
Thee, and I am one whom Thou hast saved from-sin, 
and hast led into this glorious light. I know Thou art 
in my heart and by the power. of Thy Spirit hast 
changed my heart, and I pray Thee to help me to be 
more perfect, and to do all my duty toward Thee, and 
help me to do as Thou wouldst have me do to save 
my beloved country. 

“Lord Jesus, I pray Thee that Thou wilt help me 
as I meet others here and there, that I will be able 
to tell them of Thee, and_Thy power. to give peace 
and happiness. Lord, my life’s purpose is to follow 
Thee, love atid obey Thee. From today I begin to 
read the Bible. Amen.” 


In the Times of July 7 Mr. Davis told of the 
blessed results of the Million Testaments for 

hina aign, which he directed. He is now 
en route to Great Britain, Sweden, and other 
European countries to lay the foundations for a 
new Million Testaments Campaign. Suggestions 
shave. been made for campaigns in India and 
Latin America. ; 

Before Mr: Davis left China General Chang 
Chih Chang and others made contributions for 
the new campaign. They felt that such blessing 
had come to China through the distribution of 
the Word, that they would like to have a share 
in bringing similar blessing to another nation. 

Mr. Davis will greatly appreciate the prayers 
of Times readers that the Lord’s will may be 
clearly reveaied and followed, and that abundant 
funds and a mighty volume of believing prayer 
may speedily be secured for the next nation-wide 
distribution of New Testaments. — 








The missionaries gave the young lady an English 
and also a Chinese New Testament. She read the 
Word with such joy and gladness and zest that she 
completed reading the entire New Testament by the 
time the steamer reached America, 

It is always a great joy to visit the steerage pas- 
sengers, and to give them the Word of God, and do 
personal work among them, and whenever possible 
to hold meetings with them. The day after we left 
Shanghai, which was the Lord’s Day, I visited the 
steerage, and found Japanese, Chinese, Formosan, and 
Filipino passengers. 

I discovered there were ninety-nine Filipino young 
men, and that nearly all of them were bound for 
Honolulu.. While most of them were Catholics, yet 
they were ready to talk about spiritual things, and 
were eager to receive copies of the New Testament, 
which they willingly agreed to read and carry. Later 
other visits were paid to these Filipino young men, 
and each time they were very_receptive to the Word 
of God and the Gospel. Finally, after leaving Yoko- 
hama, so much interest had been aroused through the 
gift of the Books, that we decided to hold a service 
in their part of the ship. é 

The meeting was a~great. success. The Filipinos 
are born musicians, and how they did ring out the 
Gospel songs! For six successive days the services 
were continued:. The Rev. C. B. Fockler conducted 
the singing and gave helpful messages, and the Rev. 
W. R. Fitch. gave a talk that touched the hearts of 
the young men. Others who assisted in the meetings 
included three young men—Mr. Mina de Guzman 
from the Philippine Islands, Mr. K. H. Park from 
Korea, and Mr. Albert Fenn from China — who were 
going’ to America for further study. Day by day 
more Testaments were distributed, and Gospel mes- 
sages and testimonies were given. Decisions for Christ 
were called for, and there was a ready response. 

At length the Filipino young men themselves were 
called upon to testify. They did so fervently and elo- 
quently. God’s Spirit was ‘present in power. ---One 
after another told how his soul had been deeply moved, 
and declared his decision henceforth to become a 
Christian in reality. On the last day of the meetings 
nearly all of those present rose to their feet to testify 
that during the voyage they had become true followers 
of Christ. It was a real revival on a steamship. It 
was all the Lord’s doing in answer to prayer, and to 
him we give all the praise. Please pray that the young 
men may remain true and steadfast, and that some of 
them may later return to their native land to proclaim 
the glad tidings. The change wrought in the lives of 
those young men was a fresh demonstration of the fact 
that a steamship offers a fertile fiefd for soul-winning. 


One of the most interesting passengers on the “Si- 


A Veteran Japanese Evangelist 

beria Maru” from Yokohama to Honolulu was Mr. 
M. Manabe, a veteran Japanese evangelist, who was 
led into the light by Dr. Neesima in 1882. For forty- 
six years he has been witnessing for Christ: and 
now, at eighity-two, he is, like Caleb of old, still strong 
and vigorous in service for the Lord. 

All day long Mr. Manabe mingled with the Japanese 
passengers doing personal work in soul-winning. He 
preached to all with whom he came into contact, from 
the captain of the ship down to the boys and girls. 
During the voyage one Japanese young man definitely 
decided for Christ, while others were impressed, but 
were not so clear in their declaration of faith. 

It was an inspiration to see Mr. Manabe standing 


‘to lead them to his new-found Saviour. 


hour after hour witnessing to his fellow countrymen. 
He told me he would be glad to talk to one individual 
for twelve hours continuously about his soul’s welfare, 
only the other person would get tired! Mr. Manabe 
plans“ to spend about six months laboring among the 
Japanese in the Hawaiian Islands, then hopes to visit 
America again, and to go on to England if the Lord 
so leads. I can picture the apostle Paul, as he sailed 
here and there on his missionary journeys, pleading 
with his felfow passengers for hours at a time, just 
like Mr. Manabe, to let the:-blood of Christ cleanse 
them from sin, and-the resurrection life of Christ give 
them victory over sin. 

About a year and a half ago my brother and I went 
from Vancouver to Shanghai on the “Empress of 


“Russia.” As usual there was a supply of Testaments 


for use in soul-winning. One day during the voyage 
I had a talk with a business man, well past middle 
age, who had spent many years in China. Like so 
many business men in the Orient he had had nothing 
to do with missionaries, and cared naught for mis- 
sionary work. However, he accepted a neat little 
pocket Testament and signedgl.is name on the pledge 
card, promising to carry and to read the Testament. 

Nearly a year later the same man called upon me 
in Shanghai, and with deep ‘gratitude to God told me 
his story. After reaching. China he spent several 
months in Tsinan, in Shantung Province, in his busi- 
ness of selling flour-mill machinery. He told me 
how he began to read the Testament, and it gripped 
his soul. He said that at the conclusion of his day’s 
work he could scarcely wait to get to his room to 
read more in the little Book. As he read the story 
of the crucifixion he was so moved that he wept. 

The Word did its own wondrous work, and he be- 
came a new creature in Christ. Old things were 
passed away, and all things became new. He had no 
more desire to go to picture shows and theaters; but 
loved to talk to the missionaries, telling them of his 
own experience, and learning about their work. He 
began to witness for Christ in public and in private; 
and he too now is giving out Testaments to others 
The day I 
left Shanghai he called to say good-by, and was still 
filled with the joy of the Lord. I told him about an- 
other business man that was not saved, and he said 
that he would go at once and teli him of the change 
that had come into his own life. The thought of my 
friend’s transformation sheds a new radiance of glory 
over the memory of that journey from America to 
China. -Wasn’t it worth while to give out a little 
Testament on that ocean voyage? 

“Written Especially for Me” 

On one occasion my mother and I were members 
of the Chapman-Alexander party that went from Van- 
couver to Sydney, Australia, on the steamer. “Makura.” 
Over one hundred copies of the New Testaments 
were given out to passengers and members of the crew 
during the voyage. Three years later I was on a 
small steamer oft the coast of Queensland, Australia. 
I stepped up to one of the sailors on that boat and 
asked him if he would like*to have a copy of a little 
New Testament. He looked at me a moment, and then 
said: “Oh,.I was. formerly a sailor on the ‘Makura,’ 
and you gave me a-copy at that time.” 

Then he continued: “Now, to tell you the honest 
truth, I simply took the Testament for the sake of 
getting a nice little book. But after I got it, I thought, 
I’ve promised, so I’d better read a bit in it. So I 
lay in my bunk and began to read. As-I read, it 
seemed as if one verse after another was written 
especially for me. The first thing I did was to give 
up swearing. Within three months I had accepted 
Christ as my Saviour, and I have been seeking to 
follow him ever since.” 

I shall never forget a journey from Plymouth to 
New York on the steamer -“Carmania.” Soon after 
leaving the shores of England I became acquainted 
with two young shipwrights whe.were going to Amer- 
ica to start life anew. They told me that if-they did 
not secure’ work in New York, they would go on to 
Philadelphia; and if they did not succeed there, they 
would go on to Baltimore. 

I found they were not Christians, and pled with 
them to accept Christ as their Saviour. I told them 
that if they would seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, all these things would be added 
unto them. I said that if they would accept Christ 
as their Saviour and pray earnestly, the Lord would 
go before them, and would help them to get positions 
when they reached America. But the young meén 
would not yield. 

One Sunday night we were sitting together down 
in the dining saloon. I was urging them to accept 
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Christ, but was almost ready to give up. At length 
oné of them reached his hand across the table and said, 
“I will.’ Then the other also gave me his hand, and 
declared that he, too, would make the great decision. 

I called to a friend who was sitting in the dining 
saloon, and we four bowed our heads over the table, 
and had a blessed time of prayer and thanksgiving. 
Then I said to the young men: “Now you pray, and 
I will pray, that the Lord will go before you, and 
help you to get work when you reach America. And 
I want you to write me a letter and let me know how 
you get along.” 

They agreed to write and tell me how they suc- 
ceeded. In due course I received a beautiful letter 
from them. They said that the second day after they 
reached New York they each secured a good position, 
and they were spending their leisure time in the 
Via @ oe . 

But that was not the end of the story. Several 
weeks later I was in the Torrey-Alexander evan- 
gelistic meetings in Philadelphia. I was sitting down 
near the front, among those who were * accepting 
Christ. A man sitting directly behind me laid his hand 
on my shoulder, and said: “Don’t you remember me?” 

I ‘replied: “I’m sofry, but I am afraid I don’t.” 

“Why,” he said, “I came over on the ‘Carmania’ 
with you several weeks ago, and it’s because of some- 
thing you said that I am sitting here tonight giving 
my heart to God.” . 

I said, “How is that?” ’ 

“Well,” he said, “I was in the dining saloon one 
Sunday eyening when you were talking to two young 
men. I was seven-eighths drunk. You were quoting 
verses of Scripture, and you quoted one verse that was 
a favorite of my old mother in freland. I came over 
to Philadelphia, and was running around to low-class 
saloons and theaters, but I could not get rid of that 
verse. It kept ringing in my ears day and night. At 
last, I could stand is no longer, and am sitting dewh 
here tonight giving my heart to God.” 

I replied, “That’s splendid.” I gave him a little 
Testament, and-when I saw him a week later he said: 
“It’s been the happiest week of my life.” 

I saw him two weeks later, and he said: “I wouldn’t 
give the joy I’ve had the last two weeks for the whole 
as of Philadelphia.” 

did not see him again until the last day of the 
mission meetings. He had told me: that his wife and 
child were coming over from Ireland to join him. 
On Sunday afternoon there was a ring at the door bell, 
and I went down and found him with his wife and 
child; and his face was radiant with the light of 
heaven. 

Once more let me say that to seek to win souls 
when traveling doubles the joy of the journey. Try 
it for yourself, and may the Lord abundantly bless 
you in your efforts to lead precious souls from dark- 
ness into light. 

Los ANGELES, CAL, 


What to Do With Clippings 
By Grace A. MacBain 


LIP, clip, clip. This was the order of the day for 

the first week at the summer cottage, for with 
the freight had been sent a large carton of Sunday 
School Times and denominational papers. It has been 
our custom to pass these on, but now, owing to an 
increased interest and activity in the Lord’s work, 
their contents had become indispensable in preparing 
the Sunday-school lessons and addresses, and also for 
use in personal work as the articles appeared on false 
teaching. 

There had been the conviction for some time that 
a way must be found whereby this material would be 
more easily available, so that a long and sometimes 
fruitless search through a pile of papers would not 
be necessary, but that the article might be on hand 
when needed. 

It was with pleasure that this task was accomplished 
far away from door and telephone bells, amid glorious 
surroundings of singing birds, rippling lakes, trees, 
sunshine, and lovely breezes which provided the only 
obstacles to the work as they whipped away a precious 
clipping. Several oilcloth covered notebooks had been 
secured for material, such as Bible Study, Lives of 
Missionaries, Stories of Hymns and Their Writers, 
‘Denominatignal Facts, and Poetry. 

After the books had been arranged, there remained 
a vast amount of mined gold which would be more 
profitable filed,.and business envelopes were used for 
this. The flaps were pasted down and an opening 
made along the top to receive the article, and the 
title was written near this édge. The clippings were 
then placed in a box in alphabetical order and were 
ready for use at a moment’s notice. Empty envelopes 
were left in readiness for clippings that will now be 
kept up-to-date as periodicals arrive and are read. 

Already there have been results. Information has 
been lent. The books have been enjoyed by guests 
at the cottage, a young nephew and small son have 
been inspired to make one for themselves, and last 
but not least is the satisfaction of gathering up the 
fragments thereby adding riches to my heart and soul 
TorRONTO. 
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What they learned about the Victorious Life 











Students at America’s Keswick 


By Philip E. Howard, Jr. 














Victorious Life Conferences will be held at Keswick Grove, N.J., July 21 to 29, Aug. 4 to 12, Aug. 18 to 26, ~ 
Aug. 31 to Sept. 3. For information, and in making all registrations, please address Victorious Life Testimony, 
Rooms 80-83, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


from eastern colleges and universities joined in a 

spiritual feast at Keswick Grove, N. J. They 
were quartered in Raws Memorial Hall, named after 
William Raws, the founder of Keswick Colony, and 
in Victory Hail, built since the Victorious Life Con- 
ferences began at Keswick in 1924. 

Raws Memorial Hall looks out upon a green lawn 
stretching down to a small lake. On the lawn ar, 
a rose arbor, clusters of pines, three canoes, bottom 
up, and three comp.acent white ducks. Barn swal- 
lows skim over the lawn and the lake, taking insects 
for their babies under the long, high porch of the 
Hall. From Victory Hall one sees the auditorium, 
two tennis courts, and another lake, where there are 
row boats, a small beach, and a diving board over 
the dam. 

The auditorium is well built, with a concrete floor, 
wooden walls, and a roof supported by steel girders. 
Just inside, to the right and left of the entrance, are 
tables and book shelves, where Mr. Heinze of The 
Christian Life Literature Fund lays out his fine stock 
of tracts and books. On each side of the auditorium 
are several doors which usually stand open, giving 
one glimpses of the lake and the pine woods. Through 
the doors during a lull in a meeting come the songs 
of the brown thrasher and the Maryland yellow-throat, 
and, in the even.ng, the persistent call of the whip- 
poor-will. ‘Small cedar trees placed against the wall 
at the back of the high platform make a beautiful 
setting for the Conference motto, “To me to live 
is Christ.” 


F ROM June 23 to July 1, over a hundred students 


The rising hour each day was at six-thirty.. The 


students were reminded of it not by startling knocks 
on their doors, but by the clear, sweet notes of fam- 
iliar hymns played on the cornet by Addison C. Raws. 
At seven came the morning prayer-meeting; at nine 
the Bible hour, led by Robert C. McQuilkin; at ten 
fifteen, the missionary hour led by Mrs. J. Harvey 
Borton, Miss Ruth Paxson, and Miss Helen Yost; 
at eleven-thirty came the Victorious Life hour, led 
from Sunday through Wednesday by Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Litt.D., and from Thursday through Sunday 
by Miss Ruth Paxson; at six forty-five in the even- 
ing the Vesper service, and at seven forty-five the 
evening service led by different speakers. Afiter 
the evening meeting the men and the women sepa- 
rated into eight or ten small prayer groups. At 
ten o’clock Mr. Raws played a hymn to mark the 
hour for quiet in the rooms. Each afternoon was 
left free for rest and for recreation such as tennis, 
canoeing, special walks, volley ball, and swimming. 
Fhe singing at the meetings was made a blessing 
to all under the leadership of Charles C. Washburn, 
rofessor of music at Scarrett College in Nashville, 
enn. Mr. Washburn, in announcing the ‘hymns, 
would often say something about the hymn or the 
writer that added much to its meaning. Some one said 
that as Mr. Washburn would talk about a hymn 
every one wanted to be on his feet singing it. One 
of the favorite Conference choruses was that which 
begins, “Not my way but Thy way, O Saviour divine.” 
Once when the students were singing it without much 
life, Mr. Washburn said; “Let’s not sing that regret- 
fully. Sing it like an Alma Mater, sing it the way 
a bride says ‘I will.” a 

Mr. McQuilkin, whois Dean of the Columbia Bible 
School at Columbia, S. C., gave rich studies on the 
parables of our Lord. He said that it is important, to 
remember three things in order to find the meaning 
of each parable: 


1. It has one central truth and only one. 

2. It has several details that have a spiritual 
meaning. 

3. It has several details that have no spiritual 
meaning. 


In-every parable there are three parts: 
1. Setting. 

2. Story. 

3. Application. 


On Wednesday evening Mr, McQuilkin preached on 
the cross. To the question, Who put Christ to death? 
he gave the following answers, some of which were 
surprising: ‘Satan; the Jews; the Gentiles; an apostle ; 
God, the Father; no one —“No man taketh it from 
me” (John 10:18). Many students that night ac- 
cepted Christ as their personal Saviour. Be kii, 

Dr. Trumbull gave four studies on the Victorious 
Life, explaining wket it is and how one may live it. 


At the opening of a talk on surrender he asked how 
many of those present were pleasure seekers. He 
said he hoped that many were, but that he was afraid 
some were not. After reading Psalm 36: 7-9 he ex- 
plained that God is waiting to give us real and lasting 
pleasure. Dr. Trumbull named the following things 
that must be surrendered to God: the worst thing 
in our life, the best thing, our activities, the choice 
of our place of service, and weights (Heb. 12:1). 
In the course of his talks he pointed out that sur- 
render and faith are the conditions upon which one 
may enter into the Victorious Life. 

Miss Ruth Paxson, who for severiteen yeafs has been 
a missionary in China, and who has frequently given 
Victorious Life messages at conferences in that land, 
gave a series of studies on life on the highest plane. 
She spoke of the following characteristics of the life 
of a carnal man:, 


1. Unceasing conflict 

2. Repeated defeat 

3. Protracted infancy 

4. Barren fruitlessness 
5. Adulterous infidelity 
6. Dishonoring hypocrisy 


Then came the characteristics of the life of a 
spiritual man: 


1. Abiding peace 

2. Habitual victory 

3. Constant growth 

4. Supernatural power 
5.' Devoted separation 
6. Winsome holiness 


The Tuesday evening Vesper service was devoted 
to statements by several students of problems that 
they have to face in college. One girl from a big 
university said that one student, who usually got high 
marks, wrote a)theme on why he believed in immor- 
tality, and received a low mark for it; that another 
student, who usually received poor grades, wrote on 
why he did not believe’ in God, and got a high mark. 
She also told of a professor who asked a class 
whether anyone still believed in God. One boy raised 
his hand. The professor said to him, “You are a case 
of arrested development.” 

At a later meeting methods that have been success- 
fully used in college were presented by ‘several stu- 
dents. Pauls Woolley, General Secretary of the 
League of Evangelical Students, with -headquarters 
at Princeton, N. J., spoke of the principles of the 
League. He said that the main object of it is to 
unite Christian students who believe in the inspiration 
of the Bible in order that. they may have fellowship 
and strengthen one another. Mr. Woolley is a 
graduate of Princeton University, Princeton Semi- 
nary; has studied at the Nyack Missionary Training 
Institute, and at Westminster College in Cambridge, 
England. He was under appointment to go out as 
a missionary under the China Inland Mission, but 
ya prevented from doing.so because of the troubles in 

ina. : 

A missionary meeting was held on Friday evening. 
Six returned missionaries and six student volunteers 
spoke. When an appeal was made for those to stand 
up who would go to the foreign field, many did so. 
They came to the front of the auditorium and were 
joined by all those who had previously decided to 
out as missionaries. In all there were thirty-six 
volunteers. 

At the testimony meeting on Sunday afternoon, 
seventy-three people in two hours told of what God 
had done for them in the Student Conference. One 
girl said it was the seventh conference she had at- 
tended and that she always found some new truth in 
each one. This time she had learned that God’s will 
is not something to resign to, but that it is the 
brightest and best.thing that he can do for us. 

, The closing meeting of the Conference was led by 
Mr. McQuilkin who spoke on the Second Coming 
of the Lord. The blessed hope was made very real 
and bright, and the impressive communion service 
that followed deepened the sense of the presence 
of the Lord. At the close of the service all the dele- 
gates, joining hands, formed a big circle around the 
auditorium and sang hymns. As they united in “Blest 
be the tie that binds” and “All hail the power of 
Jesus’ Name,” it all seemed like'a foretaste of Heaven. 
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‘Lesson for August 5 
Acts 14: 1-2 
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From the Missionary Watch Tower 


What the seed of the Word is bringing forth in many lands 











By Ernest Gordon ; 














three solitary men pitching a tent amid a tropical 
thunder storm. In 1927 the little one had become 
a thousand. There are hundreds of outstations with 
thousands of pupils in the schools, and congregations 
on the Lord’s Day to match. The rate of growth ad- 
vances, too. A recent letter from a native evangelist 


Te Gospel in Angola.4—It began in 1880 with 


‘makes this clear. 


“The churclr here,” he says, “is in the sunlight (i. e., 
is doing well). Some outstations this year have very 
many pupils. I will just name Miapa with 404 where 
last year there’ were less than a hundred. At Kam- 
bonge 140—last year 40. During the week of prayer 
many believed in God. The people who love the words 
of God and schools are many, and they greatly de- 
sire teachers. Isaiah Katito and I, on our journey, 
visited 68 outstations.” . : 

The face of the country changes with changed 

hearts. Br. Walter Currie, the pioneer here, has 
paralleled Dr. Laws’ great work in Nyassaland. Roads 
have been built, bridges constructed, hundreds of fruit - 
and shade trees planted. The mission itself has 9,000 
acres of land. Houses of four rooms take the place, 
of the old vermin-ridden kraals. Vegetable gardens, 
fields of rice and wheat, orchards of lemons and 
oranges and limes, mark the Christian villages, The 
old superstition regardi the magical dangers of 
white men’s seed is long forgotten. In one dry season 
a half million brick and 10,000 roofing tiles were 
manufactured at the mission. The mission press 
turned out a million and a a pages in 10925. 
Trained native printers print all the primers, readers, 
arithmetics, and Scripture portions. - 
. Then there is the hospital. A man rushes in hold- 
ing his face from slipping down. He has been mauled 
by a leopard, so that the whole physiognomy threatens 
to drop off. Mrs. Cammack skillfully stitches up the 
wounds, thus earning the undying gratitude of “the 
leopard man.” 

Kanjundu, the great chief of the Ovimbundu, has been 
tamed by the Gospel. He was formerly called “the 
lion” because of his ferocity. The sjambok of leather 
thongs with which he flayed his slaves was notorious 
in the bad old days. After his conversion down came 
the spirit-houses and away fled the witch doctors; 
slaves were freed and a single wife retained by the 
former polygamist. Wonder of wonders! This proud 
chief even humbled himself to go to school! Nay 
more! His amazing progress in reading and writing 
awakening surprise, it was foufid that he had been 
taking private coaching from some herd boys who had 
been to a mission school, —certainly the last word in 
humility for an African chieftain. The school building 
was erected at his charges, and he himself made the 
nails on his own forge, for he is a wonderful smith. 
His home town he rebuilt with straight streets, clean 
homes, and planted trees. : 

When he goes on his long trading journeys — for 
the Ovimbundu are noted traders,—he takes with 
him a dozen evangelists together with medicine for 
the sick and slates and books for the instruction of 
his camp following en route. Every day begins with 
a hymn and ends with a prayer. His caravan carries 
coffee and sugar, so that the men may not be tempted 
with traders’ rum. 

Rum! Yes, a root of all kinds of evil. The advance 
of God’s kingdom means financial ruin to the rum- 
sellers, and one fine day jundu is arrested on a 
trumped-up charge by the Portuguese officials. While 
in prison his home and church are fired by the same 
enemies. “What kind of God is yeurs,” tauntingly 
cry his fellow prisoners when he sings Christian 
hymns, “to allow you to pine in this prison?” “God 
can release me if he will,” is the answer. “If he does 
not it is for some good purpose.” He was released 
but later died of pneumonia, the result of weakening 
imprisonment. His hymn book, his Psalms, and his 
copy of Proverbs he bequeathed to his successor with 
the proviso that the sixteenth of Proverbs should. be 
read when he was to be installed as chief. What royal 

wisdom in that chapter! “The Lord weigheth the 
spirits. . . . Commit thy works unto the Lord. ... 
It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness. 
. ... The throne is established by righteousness.” 

The early missionaries to Angola were called afulu, 
or fools, as-some white had in the early days said 
that only fools would think of converting blacks. But 
the life of the missionaries has transformed the word. 
Afulu no longer means a foolish person but a man of 
upright and sterling character. The Roman Catholic 
bishop of Angola even declares it “a term of. endear- 
ment pronounced lovingly by the natives.” So have 


2From “Drums in the Darkness,” by John F. Tucker 
(Doubleday, Doran and Co., New York, $1.75, net). 





relatives. 


other terms of reproach been converted in Christian 
history — Quaker, Puritan, .Methodist! 

There is a Christian evangelist of the Brethren 
Mission at Chilonda named Sanji who 6n his conver- 
sion suffered much and bitter persecution from his 
One day they left him on the veldt bruised 
and bleeding from their cruelties. He was , brought 
to the mission station for treatment and after remaining 
untif well, appeared one morning before the missionary, 
kit packed, and ready for the road. He said.a fable 
of his people had spoken to him in the nighttime and 
he was now ready to preach the Gospel to those who 
had ill-treated him. This was the fable. 

During a year of drought when all rivers and springs 
had dried up, the animals came together in conference 
to decide what to do. The larger, animals stood in a 
great circle and solemnly declared that they could do 
nothing. All must die. At this a humble tortoise 
who had slowly crawled into the ring croaked out that 
they need not die at all. He knew where they could 
find water. On hearing this the leopard attacked the 
intruder and threw him out of the conference, but 
the tortoise crawled back repeating his assertion. Now 
the elephant expressed his indignation at such a lowly 
animal giving advice and trod on the tortoise. But 
the sand was soft and the tortoise’s shell hard and no 
harm was done. A third time he volunteered his ad- 
vice. This time a thirsty antelope lowered his head 
and huskily pled with the tortoise to lead him to water, 
which he did. After quenching his thirst the antelope 
ae ogg back with the -good news to. the other ani- 
mals. 

“Now,” said Sanji, quietly, “my friends may treat 
me as they like: I must go back to them, for 
where there is water.” 

At Taiku, Korea, is a model leper colony under 
the management of Dr. A. G. Fletcher. There are 
four hundred and forty lepers in residence, —a busy, 
contented family who run the kitchen gardens, keep 


- the grounds in order, farm, build roads, manage the 


laundry, cut and sew garments, and assist in the clin- 


are frequently crowded. In Moscow the number of 
such churches is eight, the central congregation meet- 
ing in one of the most ancient monasteries, the Steren- 
sky Monastery. Evangeiical meetings are found at 
Archangel in the polar North and at Samarcand, the 
ancient Moslem capital of Central Asia. It is said that 
there are full four thousand former drunkards in the 
membership of this denomination, sober and self-re- 
specting men. The conauct of the evangelicals is so 
esteemed by the mass of working people that in the 
factories they are the ones to be elected to responsible 
positions. Evangelical contacts stir the new converts 
to learn to read and write, and in the villages these 
new Protestants lead in the organization of co-opera- 
tive and agricultural enterprises. 


Native Evangelism.—Pastor Vanchhunga of the 
North East India Mission has in three years traveled 
ten thousand miles, mostly on foot and often through 
tiger-infested jungles in Bengal, Assam, and Burma. 
He had previously been evangelizing the Thado- 
Kookies, many thousands of whom have turned to 
the Lord. ... The native churches connected with the 
United Christian Mission on the Congo support 709 
of the g.3 evangelists whom they have on the field. 
Sixty-one congregations also support their own pas- 
tors. The in a of converts in 1926 was 
3,124. These former heathen parted with all their 
wealth of slaves and wives to become followers of 
Christ. It is now proposed to establish a Congo 
Tuskeegee to develop the intelligence and economic 
life of this Christian community, $35,000 having al- 
ready come in for that purpose. 


The Basel Society, a German Mission on the West 
Coast of Africa, was the initiator of the great cocoa 
industry of the Gold Coast, and it is thruugh its. lead- 
ership that. the natives themselves own the cocoa 
plantations and are not merely the serfs of Europeans 
as in Portuguese colonies. The society also saw to 
it that every higher school, theological seminaries in- 
cluded, had its own plantation, and the graduates later, 


ical work. Two-thirds of these patients need dressings\. When serving as preachers or teachers, carried with 


daily, which means more than a thousand dressings 
a week, With the financial aid of the American 
Mission to Lepers Dr. Fletcher has instituted a chain 
of outstations to which the rest of the seventeen hun- 
dred lepers known to be living in the North Kyung 
San Province can come weekly for treatment. A 
cured leper trained in giving injections of chaulmoogra 
oil is to be in charge of each station, and a Korean 
mission doctor will make the rounds three times a 
month. Later leprosy technique does not insist on 
segregation as strenuously as. formerly, since the dis- 
ease is now believed not to be contagious in either 
the early or the latest stage. 


The American Baptist Mission in Northern Burma 
is reaching over into China and evangelizing the abor- 
igines. Thousands of. Lahus are turning to Christ, 
last year alone 1,035 having been added to the church 
by baptism. An association convention of these new 
Christians is described in Missions. Over 2,400 peo- 
ple attended, coming from the Christian villages from 
all directions. Four meetings a day was the order 
of the program. One striking feature was the musical 
service of two hours in which no musical instruments 
were used, the pupils singing hymns, anthems, and 
translated songs admirably. This musical development 
has taken place in the six years past, and is solely 
a product of Christianity. The cost of the convention, 
1,400 rupees, was borne by the native Christians with- 
out outside help and was laid out on such items as six 
tons of rice, 260 pounds of salt, twenty head of cattle, 
and twenty-five hogs. 


In Canton there are nine Baptist churches con- 
nected with the Southern Baptist Board, with nearly 
six thousand members. Growing out of this work is 
an academy for boys with 1,600 students entirely 
financed and managed by Chinese Christians; also 
a well equipped hospital and ar orphanage. The mis- 
sion itself supports an Academy for Girls with seven 
hundred pupils, a Women’s Bible Training School 
with an attendance of 168, a School for the Blind 
with thirty blind pupils, and a Theological Seminary 
with seventy-five men in training. The Chinese Bap- 
tist Publication Society is sowing the country with 
Christian literature of an earnestly evangelical type, 
maintains a fine book store in Canton, and owns a 
large office building, housing many religious and chari- 
table organizations. 


_Mr. Prokhanoff reports nine evangelical Chris- 
tian congregations in Leningrad, some of which are 
using the largest buildings in the city, capable of ac- 


commodating four thousand people. These buildings 





them this agricultural tradition. The result has been 
that church members soon started similar little plan- 
tations. This great industry, which supplies most of 
the world’s cocoa, is in the hands of small landowners. 

As far back as 1870 this same society established 
two trade schools at Christiansborg for the train.ng 
of carpenters and shoemakers. The graduates of these 
schools, ‘so-called “Accra people,” are famous on the 
whole coast of Africa. One finds them at all large 
trading posts, on steamers, and elsewhere, universally 
known for their skill, diligence, and Christiarf tehavior. 
The “Accra cooks” trained by the wives of mission- 
aries are equally esteemed. The Basel Mission tinkers 
and cabinet makers have in many cases established 
workshops in their home-towns and find abtndant 
employment. Many have settled in heathen centers. 
Such a workshop, ordinarily at the entrance of the 
town, is a natural place for the missionary to.stop on 
his evangelistic travels. The head of the shop con- 
siders himself as an attaché of the Basel Mission and 
is proud of the relationship. 


The colporteur is least in the hierarchy of the 
kingdom on earth, but great is the reward coming 
to him. Here are some entries from the day-book of 
one such operating in Burma. 

“We entered at a certain place with very fierce dogs. 
We were thirsty and asked an old lady for water. 
As we were taking the cup from her hand a dog 
sprang to bite us. Happily nothing happened. 

“A man harangued a crowd, saying that we had no 
right to go about selling these books. They looked - 
askance at us. If we-had not thought of the words 
of the Master we would surely have had no standing. 
Since we had received the Lord we could be silent and 
cease to be angry. We spoke as the Lord’s slaves. 

“On the tenth I had headache and flushed face. We 
overworked the last two days at Chan Sen. The sun 
was very hot, and we went all day long selling and 
traveling between the villages. But if we should relate. 
our troubles to the teacher we should chase an empty 
gain. Therefore we must swallow our troubles into 
our stomachs and jot down only gainful words.” 

His companion, discouraged, deserted him. “But I . 
set out along the villages though no one would receiv 
me. I begged to buy food, but none would sell. i 
was faint from hunger, but the strength of a young 
man is sufficient to travel on for two or three days. 
People taunt us with, ‘You tools of the foreigners, 
why don’t you go and live with them?’ But God will 
not forsake us, and one day these people will have a 
new heart.” 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 5. PAUL IN A PAGAN COUNTRY 
International Uniform Lesson.— Acts 14: 1-28 
Golden Text.— I know how to be abased, and I know also how to abound.— Phil. 4: 12 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

Down in the valley with my, Saviour I would go 

Where the storms are sweeping and the dark waters flow; 

With His hand to lead . I y= ns never fear 
nnot fright me if my Lord is near. ; 

rags ed —W. O. Cushing. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 8.—Lystra was about eighteen miles from 
Iconium. It stood 3,780 feet above sea level, being 
about 430 feet higher than Iconium. Little is known 
as to the history of the town beyond the fact that it 
was founded as.a colonia by Augustus about 6 B. C, 
This means that it was a fortified town. It was one 
of a chain of military stations designed to control 
the tribes on the southern frontier of the Province 
Galatia. Timothy. probably belonged to Lystra (16: 
1). He was converted there by Paul (1 Cor. 4:17; 
cf. 4:15), and that must have been during the visit 


here described. There sat. Imperfect tense, “used 


to sit,”— probably in some public place, regularly. 
The beggar was a well-known character. 

Verse 9.—Heard Poul. Again the imperfect. It 
perhaps implies that he had been listening for some 
days to the preaching. At any rate, it was while 
he was listening on one occasion that the apostles’ 
gift of spiritual discernment realized that the man 
had faith both for salvation and for healing. Fastening 
his eyes upon him. Compare 13:9. The word _im- 
plies an\attentive, searching, penetrating look. Paul 
was looking with Spirit-enlightened eyes right through 
the outer rags and tatters of the man, right through 
his-poor weak body down to his soul. 

In such fashion was the servant like his Lord and 
in some such fashion must we seek to be made like 
him if we are really to understand and help our 
scholars. Nothing less than the Pentecostal infilling 
of the Holy Spirit will enable us for such service, and 
only the look of faith so conditioned can see through 
the perhaps unprepossessing exterior of a boy or girl 
and sympatheticaHy apprehend the inarticulate long- 
ings of the child’s heart. 

It seems strange that there is no mention here of 
the saving name of the Lord Jesus or any reference 
to his person or work. In Paul’s preaching at Athens 
the same thing is to be noted. In addressing these 
heathen he evidently began by proclaiming the living 
God and announcing in general terms his -willingness 
to help and bless. At the moment when the faith of 
the lame man grasped this he was not hindered by any 
attempt at a complete statement of doctrine. Still 
less was the name of Jesus which was hitherto un- 
known announced to him. Such a proceeding would 
only have. disturbed his. nascent faith. But the Lord 
not yet named affords a testimony beforehand in favor 
of the words conveying his mercy that are to follow. 

This also may encourage us when we are confronted 
by very ignorant pupils or when we are troubled about 
friends who. seem to know very little of the Lord or 
of the doctrines of grace which we love. The Sav- 
iour always: helps the faith that meets him halfway. 
Often the God. of- blessing. first blesses and then re- 
veals through whom it is that the blessing comes (cf. 
Gen. 32: 29). 

Verse 11.—The multitude saw. They know nothing 
further about the matter than the words of Paul that 
they have heard. Consequently they cari only imagine 
that it is Paul who-has done this miracle. Lycaonia. 
This was a large country in the center and south of 
the great plateau of Asia Minor. It is almost entirely 
a vast level plain, in the center of which the lofty 
Kara Dagh or Black Mountain has been thrown up 
by voleanic action like an island in the sea. The soil 
is of little value except for pasturage. Immense flocks 
of sheep were _raised there. Of the Lycaonian dialect 
nothing is yet known. The very phrase, however, im- 
plies a population, untouched by Greek culture or 
language. 

he gods are come down to us. Such Sagrcaies a 
tions of the gods are frequent subjects of heathen 
peetry and mythology. It was in the neighboring 
country of Phrygia that Jupiter and Mercury were 
fabled to have wandered and to have been entertained 
unawares by Baucis and Philemon. The story is told 
in Ovid’s ‘Metamorphoses.” 


Verse 12.—They called Barnabas, Jupiter probably 
from his more imposing appearance. In Greek fable 
Zeus, whose Latin narie was Jupiter, was: the chief 
of the gods. Mercury or Hermes was similarly the 
herald of the gods, and so the fabled inventor of hu- 
man speech. The distinction made by the crowd be- 


Devotional Reading: Matt. 5: 10-16. 
i Topic: Paul and Barnabas Preach to the Heathen. 

Lesson Material : Acts 14: 1-28. 

Memory Verse : We. . . bring you good tidings. —Acts 14 : 15. 

Junior Topic ; Paul and Barnabas Preach to the Heathen. 

Lesson Material: Agts 14: 1-28. 

Memory Verse: We... bring you good tidings, that 
ye should* turn from these vain things unto a living 
God.— Acts 14: 25. * 

Intermec‘iate and Senior Topic: Paul Unmoved by Flattery and 


Danger. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Heroism of Foreign 
Missions. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson Kelps is 
vs. 8-20 
8 And at Lystra there sat a certain man, impotent in his 
feet, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had 
walked. 9 The same heard Paul s ing: who, fastening 
his eyes upon him, and seeing that he faith to be made 
whole, 10 said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. 
And he leaped up and walked. 11 And when the multitudes 
saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voice, saying 
in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us 
in the likeness of men. 12 And they called Barnabas, 
1 Jupiter; and Paul, * Mercury, because he was the chief 
speaker. 13 And the priest of. Jupiter whose temple was 
before the city, brought oxen and garlands.unto the gates, 
and would have done sacrifice with the multitudes. 14 But 
when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they 
rent their garments, and sprang forth among the multitude, 
crying out 15 and saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? 
We also are men of like * passions with you, and bring you 
good tidings; that ye should turn from these vain things 
unto a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea, and all thet in them is: 16 who in the generations 
gone by suffered ail the * nations to walk in their own ways. 
17 And yet he left not himself without witness, in that he 
did. good and gave you from heaven rains and fruitful 
seasons, filling your hearts with food and gladness. 18 And 
with these sayings scarce restrained they the multitudes 

from doing sacrifice unto them. 

19 But there came Jews thither from Antioch and Iconium: 
and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul, and 
dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 
20 But as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, 
and entered into the city: and on the morrow he went forth 
with, Barnabas to Derbe. 

1Gr., Zeus. 2Gr., Hermes. *Or, nature. * Or, Gentiles. ~ 
See ch. 4: 25. e 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








tween the two men accords with what Paul himself 
tells us of his personal appearance (cf: 2 Cor. 10: 10). 

Verse 13.—The priest of Jiifiter. Evidently then, 
Lystra was supposed to be specially under the pro- 
tection of the god. .His temple “stood immediately 
outside the city gates. Oxen and garlands. It was 
the regular heathen custom to decorate the animals 





Love at Lystra 
By. Amos R. Wells 


AU-L, for his love at Lystra, for his loving 

power to heal, for the love of the great Redeemer 
he was-blessedly strong to reveal, there by a heathen 
rabble, in unknown language that cried, was hailed 
as a heathen godhead, as Mereury deified. Paul, 
when he saw the oxen with garlands brilliantly 
bound, and the priest with his knife uplifted, under- 
stood the barbarous sound. Then for the love of 
the Master he rushed on the worshiping throng : 
** Not for a man these tributes that only to God 
belong! ** Paul, in his love of the Father, pointed 
the people to him: ‘‘He made heaven and earth, 
to the ocean*s uttermost rim. _He is the God of 
the grain and the fruit, the Lord of the rain and the 
sun, the giver of food and-of gladness, the loving, 
beneficent One!** Paul in the love of the Saviour 
thus turned the people aside, thus he refused their 
homage and thus affronted their pride, opened his 
heart to the onset of savage and merciless fate, opened 
his life to the coming of fierce and bigoted hate. 
Hark to the cries of rage and the crash of the cruel 
stones as they beat on the bleeding form and cut the 
flesh to the bones. See their satisfied smiles and 
their bold and conquering tread as they drag him 
outside the gates and leave him there for dead. But 
the love of Godis strong, yea, stronger than all its 
foes; and it drew the apostle back from the pit of his 
awful woes, and in face of the threat of death and the 
plots of malicious men, it even sent Paul back to 
Lystra again and: again. 











+ 


about to be offered in sacrifice by fastening garlands 
of flowers round their necks. Unto the gates. The 
sacrifice was probably made at the entrance to the 
Temple precincts. The apostles heard of it while 
they were preaching in some public space in the city 
and ran forth and stopped it. 

Verse 14.—Rent their garments. The sign of grief 
and horror (cf. 2 Kings 18:37; Matt. 26:65). Con- 
trast the acceptance of worship by the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 15—Of like passions. This needs a few 
words of careful explanation for the children. Pas- 
sions is used in a technical sense. We commonly use 
the word to mean bad temper. By derivation the word 
means capacity for suffering, that. is to say, suscep- 
tibility to emotion. -- Neither -of these senses will at 
all siit the meaning: here; however. , What Paul means 
to say is that he and Barnabas are human beings like 
those to whom he speaks. Théy have the nature of 
humanity. These vain things. Paul pcints to the 
heathen temple and its altar and images. These thing's 
are ‘vain because -they de not represent reality. Vain 
means empty, and-in the? sense intended here, empty 
of ‘any valid contént:.~ There is no sueh being-as 
Jupiter; therefore anything that is intended to repre- 
sent him represents nothifig, A’ living God. As op- 
posed to the non-existent gods of the heathen. Luke 
gives a very condensed summary of~Paul’s address, yet 
even in such a summary notice the thoroughly Pauline 
phraseology. La 

Verse 17.—Gave you from heaven rains. Lycaonia 
was.a land with great scarcity of water. Rain was 
therefore regarded as the special mark of divine favor. 

Yes, says Paul, it is that, only it comes not from 
Jupiter who is non-existent, but from God. This ad- 
dress held the people listening, but they listened .im- 
patiently. Even with such an energetic disavowal of 
divinity and such a strong appeal to their reason Paul 


found it difficult to prevent the sacrifice from going 
forward. The crowd retired reluctantly and perhaps 


sullenly. The people were disappointed and exasper- 
ated, and it was at. this juncture that a band of Jew- 
ish emissaries arrived from Antioch and _ Iconium. 
They were hot. on the track of Paul.. When they 
heard of the miracle that had been wrought they were 
ready with a quite different explanation of it from that 
of which the ignorant country folk had at first thought. 
The miracle was not divine, but Satanic, the Jews 
argued, and as divinity had been disavowed by the 
men themselves it was but a step to persuade the 
Euston that the apostles were in league with the 
evil. 


Verse 19.—Supposing that he was dead. Compare 
2 Corinthians 12: 2-4. 

Verse 20.—He rose up. Luke clearly intends us to 
understand a sudden, miraculous recovery. The dis- 
ciples. Plainly then’ Paul’s work at Lystra had_not 
been altogether fruitless. Entered into the city. Not 
even after such an experience’ would he desert the 
newly formied little church. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Opportunity 
2. Résults . : 
(1) The lame man 
(2) Disciples 
(3) .Fimothy 
3. Perils = 
(1) The peril of success 
(2) The peril of fear 
4. Oppositiga — Satan the author 
His methods 
(1) Popularity 
(2). Calumny 
(3) Murder 


Golden Topics 


1. The heathen dream and_ the. Christian _ reality. 
The fabled appearances of the gods among men were 
transitory and unreal. On the other hand, the incarna- 
tion of our Lord is both pérmanent and real. He is 
now and ever will be,man as well as God, and his 
human nature is as real as his divine. 

2.,Notice the implications of the Lystran mistake: 
They were conscious of their need of divine help; 
they felt sure that somehow there was a fellowship 
between man and God; they had. some idea of the 
capacities and affinities of humanity. 

3. Consider. the temptation of such a situation as 
that presented in the narrative. Compare it with the 
temptation of our Lord (Matt. 4: 8-10). 

4. Note the violent contrast which these mission- 
aries made between jupiter and God. The sympathetic 
study of comparative religions today often contains the 





















































Lesson for August 5 
Acts 14: 1-28 - 


subtle peril of leading the missionary to ignore, or 
at least to gloss over, this contrast. It is good for 
the Christian to try to be sympathetic with even the 
utterly wrong beliefs of heathenism, but he must never 
let this Christian sympathy overshadow the funda- 
mental fact of the utter antagonism between God and 
Satan. We need ‘clarity as well as charity in our 
thinking. 

s. In the thick of the suffering recall how near the 
Lord was to his servants. It was at this time in all 
probability that Paul was caught up to heaven (2 
Cor. 12). “As the sufferings of Christ abound unto 
us, even so our comfort also aboundeth through Christ 
(2 Cor. 1:5). 

6. Such comfort was the source of Paul’s courage. 
It can the only source of such courage as we have. 
On the part of the human worker it means the recol- 
lected and recognized presence of the Lord. That 
can deliver alike from the fear of man and from the 
applause of man. 


The Practical Aim 

To get the pupils to understand something of what 
foreign missionary work involves. And to let them 
see that. the same grace needed by the foreign mis- 
sionary is needed also by them in the varied circum- 
stances ef home and school and business life. 


Final Word 
Am I a soldier of the cross, 
. A follower of the Lamb? 
And. shall: I fear. to-ewn His cause, 
Or blush to speak His Name? 


Sure. I must fight if I would reign ; 
Increase my. courage, Lord; | 
VH bear the toil, ure the pain, 
Supported by Thy word. 
—Isaac Watts. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written hy several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. ‘Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Apeeciats Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

ed assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? | 


HAT principle of growth in the Christian church is _ 
W illustrated in this series of events? " 

2. What striking contrast is revealed in_Luke’s words 
concerning these new groups of Christians? 

3.. What important change in Paul’s ministry took place 
in Antioch of Pisidia?. F 

4. What erry! moved the Jews against the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and his servant Paul? 

5. What is evident as to the part of the world Paul 
chose for his first evangelizing efforts, from these stories 


~\ 


“in Acts? 


6. What evidence can you find in this account of Paul’s 
obedience to his marching orders? 

7.\What begins to take definite shape under Paul’s 
hands, even on this initial missionary journey ? 

8. Who performed a miracle similar to the one per- 
formed by Paul at Lystra? 

9. Who acted differently from Paul and Barnabas when 
divine honors ‘were offered him shortly before this time? 

ro. Of whose experience with a fickle populace does 
Paul’s experience at Lystra remind us? 

11, What other address of Paul’s is suggested in verse 
16? . 

12, What letter of Paul’s is suggested by the phrase, 
“Turn from these vanities unto the living God’? 

13. If because of their flight from Iconium theré should 
be any doubt as to the courage of Paul and Barnabas, how 
may that doubt be dispelled by later references ? 

14. What great difference do we notice in the treat- 
ment received by the missionaries on their first visits and 
on their return? 

15. Lmewhat respect are the tests of a Christian’s stead- 
fastness today mueh like those to which Paul and Barna- 
bas were subjected? 

16. Quote Paul’s best explanation of why he regarded 
such adversities. as suffered (in this lesson) as valuable 
to him and to his work. 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions of the, preceding 
week are given on ene of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner - 
By William H. Ridgway 


In Kansas City.—Secing that he had faith to be 
made whole (v. 9). We are on our way to Florida 
via Califarnia, and on this beautiful January morn- 
ing have just pulled into Kansas City. Here we 
tarry an hour. While I wait for Mrs. Ridgway I 
open my notebook to this incident of another couple 
who are making a journey. But oh, “what a whale 
of a difference a few cents (uries) makes,” as that sign 
board over there suggests! Paul and Barnabas were 
not luxurious!y domiciled in one of George Pullman’s 
and Andy Carnegie’s beautiful “palace cars” with a 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth,Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 1—The Early Life of Saul 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Philippians 3 : 4-6; Acts 22:3, 27, 28 
2. July 8&~—Saul and Stephen .......... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 
22:3, 4, 19, 20; 26:4, 5, 9-11; Galatians 1:13, 14 
3 July 15.—The Conversion of Saul 
Acts 9: 1-198; 22: 6-16; 1 Corinthians 15 :8 
4 July 22—Saul’s Early Ministry 
Acts 9: 19b-30; 11 : 19-30; 12:25; Galatians 1 : 15-18 
5. July 29.—The First Foreign Missionaries ..Acts 13 : 1-52 
6. August ,.5.—Paul in a Pagan Country ..... Acts 14: 1-28 
7. August 1a—The Council at Jerusalem 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 5: 1-15 
8 August 19.—Paul Carries the Gospel Into Europe 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:15 
9. August 26—Paul in a Roman Prison ...... Acts 16 : 16-40 
10, September 2.—Paul in Thessalonica 
Acts ‘17 : 1-15; Romans 15 : 18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-23 
11. September 9.—Paul in Athens and Corinth ..Acts 17 : 16 
to 18;17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 1 Timothy a: 3-7 
12, September 16.—Paul Writes to His Friends in Corinth 
1 Corinthians 1 to 4 
13. September 23.—The Christian Basis of Total 
Abstinence. (Temperance Lesson.).1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13 
14. September 30.—Review: Paul the Missionary. 








porter and a maid at their service by the mere push 
of a little black button. They did not have a “Fred 
Harvey dining service two cars ahead.” The land- 
scape in old Asia Minor did not slide by at forty 
to fifty. miles.an hour as will presentiy pretty much 


the same sort of country (I reckon) slip by us. “The 


Great American Desert”! of old geography days. Yet 
when you come to think about it, we. present-day 
travelers are enjoying all these wonderful comforts 
and conveniences of travel because of these early 
missionary journeys of the Pauls and Barnabases of 
the long ago. Because this great U. S. A. has had 


faith, God has been able to make Uncle Sam what he - 


is. If the whole world could be led to faith- in 
Christ, all national, international, commercial, domes- 
tic, and individual troubles would be cured (Prov. 
14:34; Matt. 6:33). In America we have achieved 
somewhat (though plenty of room for improvement). 
Why, right here in this very Kansas City a few-years 
ago they had, one Sunday, 52,121 men in a “Business 
Men’s Bible Class.” No, it is not a misprint, 52,121 
is right. The late editor of Kansas City Star sent 
me a photograph of it, and it hangs on my book case. 
I show it and some-more like it to callers who think 
“religion is playing out.” Of course, this great crowd 
was a “contest,” but in what other land could you 
get 50,000 or even 500 to rally under a Bible Class 
banner? If “lame” men of America are to be “healed” 
and made whole, it will be by this same faith Paul 
is talking about to the lame man of Lystra. 


Like Passions.—We also are men of like passions 
with you, and bring you good tidings (v. 15). A 
couple of years ago one of the story writers after 
an attack upon the Christian religion, followed it with 
one on George Washington, claiming that the Father 
of his Country was not all everybody had supposed 
him to. be as to habits and mede of life. Sometimes 
George Washington is said to have been very pro- 
fane. Here is what Washington has to say about 
swearing: “The footish and wicked practice of pro- 
fane swearing and cursing is. a vice so mean and 
low that every person of sense and character detests 
and despises it.” When some one told President Cool- 
idge of this attack upon the character of Washington, 
he just laughed, and pointing out the White House 
window to the great White Shaft simply said, “His 
monument is still there.” And a Great Nation also 
smiled and remarked, “Silent Cal, you said it!” Paul 
and Barnabas did not mean they had all the faults 
of that pagan mob/which was presently to turn mur- 
derous. They were no gods. Washington had his 
limitations, as we have, including even Paul himself 
(Rom. 7: 15-25). Passion, like fire, is a good servant 
but a bad master. While we humans have the like 
passions of love and anger and jealousy and all the 
other passions, not all of us have these passions in the 
stove for our health and service, or under the boiler for 
our power and light, or in the furnace for our. metals 
and our crockery. Eyery day the newspapers record 
“like passions” that have become wildfires — winding 
up in a kill or an attempt to kill, as in the case of 
our lesson. Paul and Barnabas had the riches of 
joy for these pagans, but like many another joy car- 
rier, their 16 Be met by the wrath of man, an 
so we see right here the tragedy of Stephen repeated 
with the whilom executioner now in the title role 
and the eurtain going down with the hero upon the 
city dump— dead?” “To be continued in our next.” 


The Invincible One.—But as the disciples stood 
round about him, he rose up, and entered into the 
city (v. 20). Paul seems te have been hard to “kill.” 
“A glutton for punishment,” as the sports writer 
would say. When Henry Ford was after the 
“Universal Car” he searched for a steel that would 
be stronger than anything then on the market. He 
found what he wanted in vanadium steel, the ore 
for which was brought owf of the Andes Mountains 
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upon the backs of Ilamas. This is why “you see 
"em wherever you go and they go wherever you see 
’em.” Out here in New Mexico, where I write 


. as we roll along, the only autos we see are “Henry’s.” 


Paul seems to have been built upon the samie inde- 
structible plan. One of my mechanics picked me 
up on First Avenue the other day in his eight® 
rear-old Ford. “Whad ya think of my old boat, 

r. Ridgway?” he asked. “Well, Bill, it’s getting 
us there,” \I replied. “Picked it up at a dump 
five years ago for a hundred dollars,” said the 
fellow. “Why, Mr. Ridgway, you just can’t kill ’em 
unless you use dynamite.” I have always contended 
this stoning experience of Paul’s shows the sort of 
stuff of which he was made better than any other 
incident in his remarkable and eventful career. 
“Brains and Sand,” would be the title of the maga- 
zine article I would write on Paul if I ever should 
be led to undertake such a biographical sketch. All 
who follow the life’of Paul as laid down. for us by 
Dr. Luke, also by Paul’s own wonderful letters, know 
the secret of the man. Apparently there was not much 
to him physically but a weak body and a-contemptible 
speech. What he said, however, was admitted to be 
weighty and powerful. (See 2 Cor. 10:10.) These, 
however, being combined with a passion and an en- 
thusiasm and used by the Holy Spirit made Paul 
invincible and irrepressible, and no city dump or “bone 
yard” can ever hold such a. man, 

CoATESVILLE, Pa... i 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


ab : By*Chasiés. Calvett Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


-\ Wiee-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principe or CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons, and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











i WILL help to impress the outstanding features 
of the lesson to note in several respects how Paul’s 
experience either does not stand alone or;else stands 
in contrast with other experiences of his'own or of 
others. It is worth noting that the apostles are equally 
at war with the practices of heathen religions whether 
they come in opposition as in the case of the sorcerer 
or with flattery and adulation as at Lystra. The re- 
markable healing of congenital lameness recalls the 
similar miracle of Peter at the Gate Beautiful, and 
similar miracles of the Lord, as of the man born blind, 
all of which evidence unmistakably the divine power. 
This the pagans perceived more clearly, it would 
seem, than did God’s chosen people.. The Jews refused 
to pay divine honors to him who was God incarnate, 
despite multiplied evidences, while the poor heathen folk 
were ready to honor the human instruments through 
whom they had seen God work miraculously but once. 
Their reaction to this attempt to honor them is, in 
contrast with Herod’s acceptance of divine honors 
and similar to the refusal of John the Baptist \and 
the angel of the Revelation.to accept titles or worship 
that belonged only to ,Christ. 

There is also in the short sermon that Paul preached 
to his would-be worshipers that which reminds us of 
some of his letters, and also his address on Mars’ 
Hill... Let the class point out these similarities. 
Finally, in the strange contrast between the attempt 
to wovship Paul and stoning him to death, we may 
find ourselves reminded of the more enlightened popu- 
lace which cried “Hosanna” before our Lord and in 
a short time cried for his crucifixion. Paul was 
learning all too fully that the human heart is the 
same everywhere and ‘that the servant is not greater 
than his Lord. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


BL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dellar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
etamps. Failure to note the conditions-means that good 
ilustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustratiens must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance ‘of the date the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 7 


IMustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
aa desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
ne 

For the lesson of December 23, illustrations are 
desired on the optional Christmas lesson, Luke 

2:8%20, instead of on the lesson, “Paul’s Last 

Message.” 


The Simplicity of Faith.—He had faith to be made 
whole (v. 9). Henry Moorhouse, the celebrated 


English evangelist, who died while quite young, was 
once a guest in the home of some frienls of his. 
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One evening, while he was preparing his 
sermon, a child of the household came 
into the room where he was sitting, and 
said: ’“Mr. Moorhouse, I want to be a 
Christian.” “Well,” he said, “you may 
be, for it is very easy.” He asked her 
to turn to the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
and to read the fourth and fifth verses, 
making them personal (singular) where 
the pronouns “we” and “our” occur. She 
did so, and read them this way: “Surely 
he hath borne my griefs, and carried my 
soirows: yet I did esteem him striken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for my transgressions, he 
was bruised for my iniquities: the chas- 
tisement of my peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes—” and as she came to 
this part she suddenly stopped, her eyes 
filled with -tears, and: Moorhouse said, 
“Read on!” Then she read, “I am 
healed.” “It is just as easy as that,” 
said the evangelist, and the child went 
away believing—From “The Believer’s 
Possibilities,” by W. A. Burch. Sent by 
Mrs. Laura E, Bowden, New Albany, 
Ind. 


The Spade Confirms Scripture.—And 
they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, 
Mercury (v. 12). An important dis- 
covery has been made in the valley of 
Lystra, where Paul and Barnabas were 
mistaken for Mercury and Jupiter, and 
with difficulty prevented the people offer- 
ing sacrifices to them, An altar has been 
discovered to Jupiter and Mercury, with 
evidence that this was the center of the 
worship of these two gods. Once more 
the Acts of the Apostles is confirmed by 
long-buried evidence.—From United Pres- 
byterian. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Warsaw, N. Y. 


Why She Was Not Afraid.—God who 
‘made the heaven and the earth (v. 15). 
A Christian woman and her friend— 
who used to be a Christian but who 
thinks she no longer is one — were talk- 
ing about the eclipse. Said the latter, 
“Didn’t you think it was weird, uncanny? 
It looked like the end of the world!” 
And the Christian replied: “I wasfi’t 
afraid at all. I gloried in the fact that 
I had a God who could swing great 
spheres in spaces. I praised God through 
it all."—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 


A Business Man’s Reasoning.—Who 
made the heaven and the earth (v. 15). 
The American Magazine recently pub- 
lished an article giving a business man’s 
statement of why he knows there is a 
God. He had been frankly facing the 
wonders of the stars and planets, their 
system and order; then he said: “It takes 
a girl in our factory about two days to 
learn to put the seventeen parts of a 
meat chopper together. 
these millions of worlds, each with its 
separate orbit, all balance so wonderfully 
in space —it may be that they just hap- 
pened; it may be that by a billion years 
of tumbling about they finally arranged 
themselves. I don’t know. I am_merely 
a plain manufacturer of cutlery. But this 
I do know, that you can shake the seven- 
teen parts of a meat chopper around in 
a washtub for the next seventeen billion 
years and you'll never have a_meat 
chopper.”—From The Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


Why They Wanted to Get Rid of 
Paul.—Having . . . stoned Paul, they 
dragged him out of the city (v. 19). The 
donkeys asked the wolf to chase away 
from them the horse. The wolf inquired: 
“Does the horse molest you? Does he 
bite you, or eat your food? Or don’t 
you have room enough?” “No,” replied 
the donkeys, “but when he stands beside 
us everybody can see that we are don- 
keys.”—From the Csech Brethren Cal- 
endar, Sent by J. A, Valis, M.A., Orlova, 
Czechoslovakia. 


Why Suffering Helps.—E-xhorting 
them to continue in the faith, and that 
through many tribulations we must enter 
into the kingdom of God (v. 22). The 
burden of suffering seems a tombstone 
hung about our necks, while in reality it 
is only the weight which is necessary to 
keep down the diver while he is hunting 
for pearls—From The Young People. 


It may be that. 
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Sent by J. A. Valis, M.A. Orlova, 
Czechoslovakia. 


The Pauper’s “Charm.”—/ know... 
how to abound (Golden Text). An old 
Red Indian, years after the American 
War of Independence, wandered into a 
white settlement, begging for bread, 
While he was devouring it, one of his 
hosts noticed a cord around his neck, 
with a small, dirty pouch attached. He 
asked the Indian what it was. He ex- 
plained that it was a charm, given him 
when a young man, as a reward for his 
fighting for the Americans. “I'd like a 
look at it,” said the white man. 
he found a stained, greasy piece of paper. 
It was an official discharge from the 
American Army, entitling the bearer to a 
pension for life, signed by George Wash- 
ington. With great rights, he was starv- 
ing, because he did not claim the promise 
made to him. In like manner, many of 
God’s children are poor when they ought 
to be rich, ought to “abound,” because 
they do not cash God’s promises.—Sent 
by Miss Frances M,. Boyce, Port Haney, 
B. C., Canada. Prize ilustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for courage and loyalty with 
which thou didst inspire thy messengers of 
the early church. We are ashamed of our 
indolence, our wavering faithfulness, our fear- 
fulness in the face of danger. We know that 
the days of witnessing to a hostile and indif- 
ferent world are not past. Forgive our 
silences when bold speech was: needed. For- 
give us, we pray thee, for our slowness in 
entering doors of opportunity that thou hast 
opened before us. May we not wait so ex- 
pectantly for a call to distant service that we 
shall overlook the service thou wouldst have 
us render near at hand. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Are you looking 
these days for stories of action, adven- 
ture, heroism? Read missionary biogra- 
ye the life stories of pioneers for the 

rd Jesus. Because in these you'll find 
action that amounts to something. And 
this book of Acts is a book of action. 
Something is doing all the time. Some 
one has _ said at wherever Paul 
went there was either a revival or a riot! 
Stirring times, these, in this book of 
Acts! But not for excitement, not for 
thrills. These first preachers of the 
Gospel had good news that their King 
Jesus sent them out to tell, and he 
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counted on them to do it. -Does he count 
on us? Can he? How tong do you 
suppose it would take to tell everybody 
in our town that same Good News if 
every Christian talked to one or two 
persons each day about Jesus and his 
love? You may not be in a pagan 
country, but there may. be pagans — folks 
who know little or nothing about Jesus 
—not far from you. Do you ever tell 
others about the Saviour? Let us pray. 





Prot and Barnapas 


KNOWING 
TELLING 1 (000 News 


GAN THIS BE SAID OF YOU? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms _ 


“Fill Me, Holy Spirit, Fill Me.” 
“He Is Not a Disappointment!” 
“My Grace Is Sufficient.” 
“Saved and Kept.” 

“Take My Life, and Let It Be.” 
“In the Secret of His Presence.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and aumbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Sing, O Earth” (194 :1-3). Psalm 98 : --9. 
“All Earth to Him” (42: 1-3). 

Psalm 22: 26-31. 
“His Eternal Glory” (154 : 1-3). 

Psalm 72 : 8-19. 
“The Sower” (261: 1-3). Psalm 126: 1-6. 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1-3). 

Psalm 96 : 1-13. 

ye ; 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mes. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 14:1-28; The teacher 

will find a map a great help in 
teaching these lessons. Draw a simple 
outline copy of a map of Paul’s journeys 
on a piece of cardboard or manila wrap- 
ping paper, leaving off the journey lines. 
Hang the map where the children can 
see the journeys traced as you teach the 
lesson. Review last week’s lesson by 
tracing the journey of Paul and Barna- 
bas from Antioch in Syria to Seleucia, 
where they took a ship and sailed to Cyp- 


glory of the incor- 
ruptible God for 
the likeness ofan . 
inage of corruptible 
man---and worship- 
ped and served the 
creature rather 
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rus; going through the island,and. sailed 
to Pamphylia, landing at Attalia. 
the travei line_through Perga up to Anti- 
och in Pisidia. It was here that Paul 
and Barnabas began to preach to the 
heathen on account of the opposition of 
the unbelieving Jews, who finally drove 
them out of Antioch. They went to 
Iconium, where they stayed a long time, 
and a great multitude of both Jews and 
Gentiles believed the Good News the 
missionaries brought them. -But the Jews 
and Gentiles who would-not: believe plan- 
ned to stone ‘them,-so they went on and 
preached the Gospel in a. heathen country 
called Lycaonia. 

_The first meeting they held was in a 
city called: Lystra. One day there was 
a poor lame man at the meeting. This 
man had never walked, even when a boy, 
and no doubt he was very“unhappy: -B 
when he-saw: the. joyful faces of Paul an 
Barnabas and heard Paul tell of the won- 
derful love and power of the Saviour, 
he believed that Jesus could put strength 
into his weak, helpless feet. This faith 
brought hope and joy into his face. Paul 
saw this, and said to the helpless man, 
“Stand upright on thy feet.” - And the 
man who had been so still and hopeless 
jumped up, and walked like a happy boy. 

The poor people of Lystra did not know 
the true God. They ‘worshiped strange, 
unreal sorts of creatures, and they 
thought Paul and Barnabas were two of 
these gods visiting them in the likeness 
of men, And they wanted to offer sacri- 
fices to the missionaries. But when Paul 
and Barnabas heard this, they were trou- 
bled, and ran to tell the people that they 
were just plain men, and had ‘come to 
tell the people of the living God, who 
made heaven and earth, and had given 
them food and all the other blessings they 
“i th th nh: 

ter this, the poor, unhappy Jews 
from Antioch and Iconium who had 
wanted to stone Paul and Barnabas came 


_to Lystra, and the people who had once 


tried to worship the missionaries allowed 
these angry Jews to stone Paul and drag 
him out of the city, where they left him 
for dead. But the disciples stood around 
him, and God raised him up, and he went 
back into the city to spend the night. 
The next day he and Barnabas went to 
Derbe, a city near Lystra. They stayed 
there a while, and told the people about 
Jesus, and taught’ them the way of life. 
They did not go any farther on this 
journey, so this brings us to the end of 
our travel line. The missionaries turned, 
and went back through all the places 
where they had told the people about 
Jesus. The Jews did not try to kill Paul 
as he went back to these cities. In each 
place he and Barnabas called together 
the people who believed, and prayed with 
them, teaching them to gather themselves 
together and worship God through their 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. These groups of 
worshipers were the first churches. 


Paul “and Barnabas reached the sea- 


coast again, and sailed to Seleucia, and 

then went on to Antioch in Syria, after 

being away about two years. They stayed 

a long time in Antioch, telling how the 

pata people had received the Good 
ews. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Paul... 
(1) In action. 
(2) Under fire, 
() Winning recruits. 


GINCE Paul himself so often pictures 
the Christian’s life under military 
figures of speech, present him in that 
fashion to your girls, this week. He 
was such a vigorous, rapid, intrepid 
worker that there will be no straining 
the figure— it will rather fall short of 
the realities of his amazing personality. 

(1) Paul made noe delay between his 
week’s stay in Antioch (Pisidia) and his 
next preaching-points, in Iconium, Lystra, 
and Derbe. Neither should you, in relat- 
ing this lesson to- last Sunday’s. Help 
your girls to get the impression of the 
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Lesson for August 5 . 
Acts 14 : 1-28 


unbroken continuity of his action, his 
ceaseless though unhurrying haste to 
preach the Christ he was finding suffi- 
cient for all his needs. Apparently they 
did not let his little preaching party 
linger much more than one ,week in 
Antioch (Acts 13:14, 44), but this first 
rebuff (from his own race, too) did not 
dishearten him, much less turn him back. 
He takes the next town, Iconium, with 
the same eagerness, and meets the same 
sudden halting again from his own race. 
But they were not influential enough 
there completely to thwart Paul’s plans, 
so he preached on for a “long time” in 
Iconium, and “a great multitude both of 


- Jews and of Greeks believed.” God 


granted miracles, too, by the hands of 
Paul. 

(2) But persecution, instigated by the 
Jews, reached sucha point that stoning 
Was imminent, so on back home went 
Paul, convinced that “the danger was 
too great to make further action wise”? 
Never! Not “Paul the dauntless”! Right 
on under fire he went and worked, in 
the next towns, and at it again! You 
will have a most, vivid story to tell your 
Sem of the happenings there in Lystra. 

orshiped and stoned in one day! Oxen 
for sacrifice and garlands for heathen 
worship for these kindly and powerful 
gods come down in the likeness of men! 





(vittie Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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' FAUL IN A PAGAN CounTRy 
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Help your girls to see Paul spring forth 
among: that multitude, help them to hear 
his restraining words by which he 
scarcely escaped being bowed down to in 
grateful worship. 

Then help them to hear the rising 
murmurs of that ‘same adoring multi- 
tude, stirred up by the pursuing Jews, 
till they dragged this same young “Mer- 
cury” just outside their city gates to be 
stoned and left for dead upon the 
ground! Try to imagine Paul’s thoughts 
under such swift changes, in the thick of 
such life-and-death happenings. We 
can only guess them by his actions, 
though Luke gives a hint of their 
reaction upon Paul’s mind, in telling the 
burden of his preaching upon his return 
through these very towns (Acts 14:22). 
Note the thoroughness of Paul’s work, 
as Luke tells about it, in verse 23 of 
this same chapter. No shirking under 
danger any more than there had been 
any running away! 

(3) But there was a by-product of all 
this, not noted in Luke’s account in this 
passage, but one that will arrest the in- 
terest of your girls. For it seems e¢er- 
tain that Paul’s dauntless courage at 
Lystra must have won the undying ad- 
miration and love of one young man 
there, at least,,of© whom your girls will 
hear more later on (Acts 16: 1-3). Ask 
them if they would not have shared Tim- 
othy’s feeling for such a man as Paul 
showed himself to be on this, his first 
missionary journey. 

Home Study 

Get a good map of this journey; study 
it; copy it; memorize the “line of march.” 
Otherwise you will soon forget its stir- 
ring order of events. 
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~ Say, Fellows—~ 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Steel. 
Discussion: What are the tests — both 


hot and cold—to which Christians are 
subjected in these times? 


Objective: “Having done all, to stand.” 











AY, fellows, the metal combining 

greatest resisting power with greatest 
elasticity is steel. Strength -with resili- 
ence. It is a wonderful combination in 
metal or ina man. The powerful smash- 
ing force of an ocean wave driven by the 
gale breaks into spray against the steel 
hull of the ocean liner. The steel masts 
of a modern schooner weather the severest 
ocean storms. Coming out of Denison 
forty minutes late the other night, the 
Bluebonnet crashed through the dark- 
ness at seventy-five miles an hour to 
make her connection up in Oklahoma 
with the Rock Island. I don’t like to 
ride that fast on anything, but the physical 
fact that gave me comfort was. steel 
—one hundred pound steel rails and a 
steel clad Pullman. Nothing but steel 
could stand a strain like that. Last sum- 
mer, up inthe Alleghenies, my steel rod 
bent and swayed like a whip, until its 
tip nearly touched the spinning reel in 
my hand, but it didn’t break; and when 
a two-pound bass was safely landed, that 
valiant little thread of steel straightened 
out for its next fight, as though it had 
done nothing at all. 

Fellows, I would like to be like that, 
wouldn’t you? Paul and Barnabas make 
me think of steel—tempered _ steel. 
Maybe you know something of the 
process. by which ‘steel is tempered to 
secure hardness and resilience. Well, it 
is heated to white heat, then plungéd in- 
to cold water and suddenly chilled. That 
is done I don’t know how many times. 
And it comes forth ready for the strain. 

Barnabas and Saul met both extremes 
of public reaction at Iconium and Lystra. 
They were stoned in one place and wor- 
shiped in the other. They did not. crack 
under the strain of either. God was 
putting them through his divine process 
of tempering, for he had yet his larger 
work for them. to-do. There is an old 
story about a blacksmith who was con- 
verted, and right away he began to have 





trouble. Just one thing after another 
beset him and his family: sickness, acci- 
dents, even the death of his beloved 
child. Then his shop: burned, and a 
trusted friend went away. with his sav- 
ings. But the blacksmith did not lose 
his faith in God. He rebuilt his forge 
and plodded*on. One day a friend asked 
him why it was that God treated him 
% ill; it seemed he had more trouble 
since he had become a Christian than 
before. The blacksmith said, “You see 
this piece of..steel? I’m making a car- 
riage spring. I place it first in the 
forge, then in the tub of cold water, then 
I hammer it on the anvil. This spring 
must bear the weight of the carriage and 
its occupants, and it must also soften 
the shock of the rough road for those 
who ride. It will be ready-for that 
hard service when I have finished with it. 
So God is testing me. The heat-and the 
cold react upon each other in the steel, 
and then if it stands the hammering and 
is not too brittle, there’s real service in 
it. God has permitted me to have sor- 
row and misfortune, and if threugh faith 
in his wisdom and love I prove not too 
brittle, he will have yet higher service 
for me than I have known.” ' 
Incidentally the blacksmith pointed to 
the scrap pile where he had discarded 
the pieces that were “too brittle.” 
Fellows, let Paul himseif sum up the 
lesson, as he writes to the Galatians 
(6:9): “And let us not be weary in 
well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.” And to the Cor- 
inthians (2 Cor. 12:7-10): “There was 
given to me a thorn in the flesh, the mes- 
senger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. For 
this thing I besought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me. And he 
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in .reproaches, in necessities, in persecu- 
tions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong.” 


GreEenszoro, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of July 29) 

1. It was the first “overseas” mission 
to places outside of Palestine. 

2. During a season of prayer, they were 
chosen of God; and after more prayer, they 
were sent forth by the Holy Spirit. 

3. They obeyed without a question, and 
seem to have gone out, without knowing 
where they would be led. They only knew 
that it was the work to which God had 
called them. 

4. A change in leadership indicated by 
the mention of Paul’s name first, as well as 
by his active leadership in the work. 

5. From everything that might in any 
way serve to hold them back. 

6. A definite setting apart for a definite 
and distinct service to the Lord. 

7. It lay directly in their path to the 
pagan world, and it was also the old home 
(most probably) of Barnabas (see Acts 
4: 36). 

8. This first convert (the first whose name 
is recorded in Scripture) was one of those 
rulers, as well as a Gentile, before whom 
the Lord had said Paul was to bear his 
name (see Acts 9:15). It is striking also 
that his name, too, was Paul, — Sergius 
Paulus. 

9. Paul offered the Gospel first, in every 
instance, to the on whom he found in 
every city of the Roman world. 

10. There were three mentioned specific- 
ally, more were indicated, as in Acts 13: 
s. These three were at Salamis, Antioch 
(in Pisidia), and Iconium. 

11. Favorable. - 

12. Paul’s intimate acquaintance with 
their Scriptures, and his indication that 
what had taken place was in accordance with 
the predictions of their own prophets. 

13. The interest of the Gentiles and the 
proclamation to them was interpreted to 
deny the exclusive right to the favor of 
God, which the Jew always claimed. 

14. The Jews, the “devout women,” a 
sorcerer, and a mob of Gentiles. 


IF. “They are as great as the promises of” 
, 


16. Yes, wherever the infallibility of the 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


. 





a 

August 12. True and False Standards of Suc- 
cess. Matt. 7: 1-5; Josh. 1:8, 

August 19. How Magazines and Newspapers 
Help or Hinder Christian Living. 2 Tim. 
32 1°17. 

August 26. What the World Owes to Relig- 
ious Leaders. 2 Cor, 12: 1-12, (Missionary 
emphasis.) 

September 2, Will the Golden Rule Work in 
Business and Industry? Phil. 4:8, 9 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, August 5 


Personal Conviction vs. Following the 
Crowd (Acts 5 : 27-29) (Consecra- 
tion meeting) 





Mon.—Aaron followed the crowd (Exod. 


32: 1-8). 
Tues.—Jesus followed conviction (John 
18 : 28-40) 


Wed.—The way ‘of the crowd (Matt. 24: 


36-42). 

Thurs.—Elijah followed conviction (1 
Kings 18 : 17-39). 

Fri—When Peter failed (Matt. 26 : 60-78). 

Sat.—When Stephen triumphed (Acts 7: 
54-60). 











How did Luther show his personal convic- 
tion? 4 

What did “following the crowd” lead to in 
Noah’s day? 


R. WALTER WILSON,  well- 
known Christian business man and 


quently in personal work the illustra- 
tion of Noah and his carpenters. Few, 
even among those who know their Bible 
fairly well, realize the full meaning of the 
question that Dr. Wilson asks when he 
inquires if they have heard about Noah 
and his carpenters. Then he goes on to 
explain that of all the group that worked 
on the ark during the years it took to 
build it, only Noah and.his wife arid his 
three sons and their wives were saved. 
The others who had worked on the ark 
followed the crowd and were lost with 
them. - 


Following the crowd has always been 
a dangerous procedure. Abraham’s 
nephew cast his lot with the crowd and 
lost all his possessions and nearly lost 
his life. Aaron, Moses’ brother, sought 
to please the people rather than God, with 
the terrible result that God had to punish 
them for the worship of the golden calf. 

It was the crowd stirred up, urged on 
by the chief priests that cried, “Crucify, 
crucify,” against the Lord Jesus. Many 
a Christian martyr has gone to his death 
with the shout of the blood-mad crowd 
ringing in his ears. 

A crowd is almost always wrong either 
in principle or practice, and so we find 
God, as a rule, using the still small voice 
to speak to individual men. The prophets 
of old and the apostles and disciples of 
the early Christian Church knew what 
it was to have God speaking to them 
direct, revealing his will and guidin 
them as to what they should do. t 
is no small wonder then that we find 
Peter in our Scripture lesson telling the 
High Priest that regardless of his ore 
ders against preaching Christ, he was 
obligated to obey God rather than men. 

While, today, we may not hear God’s 
voice in the same manner as did the saints 
of old, we have his Word to guide us, 
and through his indwelling Holy Spirit 
he can just as definitely direct our lives 
as he could lead Abraham, Moses, and 
Elijah. The Adversary would, of course, 
do all in his power to shake us from the 
clear, quiet conviction that God brings 
to our hearts. 
we are queer or fanatical because we do 
not do those things that others are doing. 
He will try to get us to believe that we 
are too straightlaced about our amuse- 
ments, and too careful about our conduct. 
He will show us countless others, many 
of whom may even be professing Chris« 





Word. of God is upheld. 


tians, and whisper in our ear those entic- 





Bible teacher of Kansas City, uses fre- - 


Often he will tell us that“ 
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ing words, “Well! every one else is doing ' 


it, why should not you?” It is for times 
such as these that we need Paul's ad- 
monition to the -Corinthians, “Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, “un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord” 
(1 Cor. 15:58). Then it is, indeed, that 
we need to know in “whom” we have 
believed and to rely upon His strength to 
shold us fast against the temptations to 
follow the crowd. 


The Christian life is not by any means 
a popular one, if we would go all the 
way with Christ. Noah was far from 
popular in his generation. The prophets 
were not popular, for they had a message 
of warning and judgment for those about 
them, and their very lives condemned 
those who were not following and serv- 
ing God. The apostles and early dis- 
ciples stood almost alone against organ- 
ized Judaism and against antagonism of 
Rome and Greece. Martin Luther was 
anything but popular in his re-emphasis 
of the now great Protestant doctrine of 
justification by faith. And those today 
who are standing true to God’s Word 
and to the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints are often ridiculed and 
classed as ignoramuses and old fogies. 


ve 

We shall: do well, however, to guard 
against any attitude of infallibility. The 
old adage tells us to “be sure you're right, 
then go ahead,” and the first part of the 
admonition is just as important as the 
second. Paul thought he was right when 
he was persecuting the Christians. He 
was undoubtedly sincere, but sincerity and 
“personal conviction” do not always mean 
right. 
¢ We must recognize that only as our 
convictions are keenly sensitive to the 
will of God can they be trusted at all. 
“Personal convictions” that come from 
our own wisdom may lead us just as far 
astray as following the crowd. What we 
need is the mind that was in Christ Jesus, 
—that perfect humility and willingness 
to be led and directed by God, —the un- 

_ willingness to trust our own judgment at 
any time, until we have laid the whole 
matter before God and he has shown us 
his will about it. 

This was the great strength of the 
prophets of old, and of the Christian 
martyrs. Their “personal convictions” 
were unshakable because they were 
rooted and grounded in the perfect will 
of God. Shall we not ask him then so 
to conform us to the Lord Jesus Christ 
that we shall humbly go to him for in- 
struction and receive frdm him the 
strength that shall enable us to stand for 
him even though it may be alone and 
against the crowd? 


Do I really know whom I have believed ? 


Am I willing to follow God even though 
it means loneliness and unpopularity ? 


PHILADBLPHIA. 


| Children at Home 








**Pilgrim’s Progress” 
By William J. May, D.D. 


The year 1928 is the tercentenary of the 
birth of John Bunyan, the author of “ The 
Piigrim's Progress,"’ still one of the world’s 
greatest stories. In the Times of October 
22, 1927, an egies told something of Bun- 
"s life, and of Bedford and Elstow where 
preached and wrote. It is hoped that 
this condensed story of ‘“The- im's > 
Progress,"’ in four sections, will prove us<- 
ful not only as reading for the children, but 
also to teachers, superintendents, or pas- 
tors who may be telling the old allegory in 
Sunday-school or church. 


I. BectnNING THE JouRNEY 


UNYAN says that in his dream he 

saw a man outside a city with 2 
great load on his back and his fingers 
in his ears running away as quickly as 
he could. A number of townspeople 
were following him: some pleading with 
him to return, some !aughing at him for 
his folly in running away, and some 
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shouting at him and calling him names 
because he was’ not only d6ing a foolish 
thing but he was bringing a bad name 
upon the town, The more the people. 


“shouted the faster he ran, until he met 


a man called Evangelist. To him Chris- 
tian told his fear that the city would 
be destroyed, and Evangelist gave him 
a scroll with these words written on it: 
“Flee from the wrath to come,” an@ di- 
rected him to make for a shining light 
where he would find a wicket gate. As 
Christian made for it, two friends of 
his, Obstinate and Pliable, overtook him 
and began to argue with him, Pliable at 
last promising to go along with Chris- 
tian. 

They had gone only 2 little way before 
they came to a great bog. They tried 
to cross it but it threatened to swaliow 
them up. Pliable declared that the re- 
wards of which Christian had told him 
were not worth the risk and scrambled 
out on the side nearest to his house. 
Christian struggled on, sinking deeper 
and deeper stiil until at last a man called 
Help came to his rescue and dragged him 
out and set him on firm ground. Help 
asked Christian why he had not crossed 
by the steps that had been provided, and 
Christian had to confess that he had 
been so afraid and troubled that he had 
not looked for a crossing place, but had 
plunged in just where he was. 


When he had scraped the worst of the- 


mud off and dried himself a littie Chris- 
tian went on his way once more. Before 
he had gone very far he met a very 
smartly dressed gentleman, who intro- 
duced himself as Mr. Worldly Wiseman. 
He was wearing a velvet coat and knee 
breeches with silk stockings and buckled 
shoes. His broad-brimmed hat had two 
or three fine feathers in it, and he carried 
a tall, tasseled cane. Christian was 
greatly impressed by him, especially when 
Mr. Worldly Wiseman began to tell him 
how sorry he was to see him so heavily 
burdened and in such a plight. “Why,” 
he said, “I know a way by which you can 
be relieved of your burden and get all 
you are seeking for without any peril 
or trouble. By the way, who told you to 
come this way and make for the wicket 
gate?” 

“Evangelist,” Christian replied. Mr. 
Worldly Wiseman shook his head. 

“He is a very dangerous man. Make 
for yonder village, the village of Mor- 
ality. In the first house dwells my friend, 
Mr. Legality.” He will ease you of your 
load, and show you the way to happiness.” 

Christian thanked him and followed his 
advice, but before long he found the road 
running alongside a mountain that threat- 
ened to topple over and destroy him, 
while fire that sprang out of the mountain 
was likely to burn him. Christian was in 
an awful plight. He dared not go for- 


- ward and he could not go back. 


Soon Evangelist came to him _again, 
and after rebuking him. for being so 
easily turned aside from the way, .he 
guided him back to the right way again, 
but Christian found that the way back 
was not easy. Presently he came to the 
wicket gate, above which was the inscrip- 
tion: “Knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.” Christian knocked loudly, and one 
called Goodwill opened the gate, dragged 
him in quickly, and slammed the door. 
As he did so Christian heard a flock 
of arrows hiss past his head, to bury 
themselves in the doorposts and even in 
the door itself. Goodwill told him that 
Beelzebub had a strong castle near the 
gate and from it both he and his soldiers 
shot arrows at those who came up, if 
havly they might die before they could 
enter in, 

Christian pressed-on with his journey 
till he came to the Interpreter’s House, 
a sort of school where pilgrims learned 
how to travel to the Celestial City. In 
this house Christian saw many wonder- 
ful pictures, pictures that were all alive 
and full of meaning. There was a pic- 
ture of a fire burning against a wall and 
a man constantly pouring water on it, 
trying to put it out, but behind the wall 
another man was always feeding ¢he fire 
with oil, There was another picture of 
a lovely palace with men robed in gold 
walking on the flat roof. _Near by were 
a group of men who looked as though 


they also wanted.to go in, but were afraid. 
At last a man of very brave countenance 
went up to the man who sat at a table 
with an inkhorn and said: “Set down 
my name, sir.” © Then he settled. his hel- 
met on his head, drew his sword and fell 
upon those who tried to keep him out in 
so fierce a fashion that though. he re- 
ceived many blows and many wounds he 
cut his way through, while those who 
watched cried to him: “Come in, come 
in, eternal glory thou shalt win.” 
Interpreter told Christian the meaning 
of the pictures, and sent him on his way 
again. Christian climbed the steep road 
as well as he could for the burden on 
his shoulders, and came at last to a place 
where there was a cress, and, a little 
below, in the bottom, a sepulcher. As 
soon as Christian came there his burden 
slipped off from his back and rolled into 
the mouth of the sepulcher and he saw 
it no more: While he stood wondering 
and weeping for joy because he had lost 
his burden at last, three shining ones 
came to him. The first said, “Thy sins 
be forgiven thee”; the second took away 
his old rags and gave him new, clean 
clothes; the third gave him a roll with 
a seal on it that was to be his passport 
to the Celestial City. So Christian was 
equipped for his journey, and he gave 
three leaps for joy and went on singing. 


ILKEsTON, ENG. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth — 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer.in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been troubled 
for several years about my spiritual condi- 
tion. 1 can’t believe as I should, can’t feel 
I’m saved. Don’t have that peace that pass- 
eth all understanding. I do so crave to 
have faith. It is hard for me to pray. I 
do not feel His presence. I have told some 
good Christians and haven’t been helped. I 
know some good Christians have prayed for 
me. I do so long to have this load lifted. 
I want you to pray for me. If there is any 
great sin.in my life, I do not know it, and 
I’m striving to master the little every-day 
ones. I see folks around me with (appar- 
ently) wonderful faith who sin. 

Please pray for me and any advice will be 
appreciated.—_UNHAPPY. ; 


Y DEAR “UNHAPPY”: You 

must realize there is no good in 
any of us, and all our: righteousness is 
from God. Throw all thought of self 
out of your thinking; give yourself 
to Him with an abandonment of all 
earthly thinking, and know that you can 
be saved by the precious blood of Jesus 
Christ, if you will! All you haye to do 
is to accept the gift God has given you, 
and rest right there. It looks to me as 


though the enemy has influenced you} 4 


rather to enjoy your misery. Throw 
all such tendency to the winds, and be- 
lieve in God and his precious Word, 
and know when he says, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in. no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37) that it is true, 
no matter how much the evil one 
would have you think anything different. 

“Hard to pray”? Then pray so much 
that it will become easy. Be in earnest 
about your salvation and talk to God so 
much that you will know him as you have 
never known him before. There is no 
other way: .talking.to God and reading 
his Word, which is the way to become ac- 
quainted with him, and-the only way. 
Don’t sympathize with yourself, and .say 
“I can’t believe as I should’; “no great 
sin in my life,”— “all we like sheep have 
‘gone astray,” and none of us can hope 
for anything from what we are or do or 
bring to the Lord Jesus. It is all of his 
mercy that we are saved; and the worst 
thing we can do is to doubt this wonder- 
ful Saviour. That in itself is sin! Come, 
my dear, and give yourself to the Lord 
Jesus in a decided way, and give all your 
unworthiness to him, and he will give 








— 1 JULY’ 21; 
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you instead himself, and that will mean 
all faith, all joy, and the wiping out 
of all this uncertainty. Take your eyes 
off’ folks, gad look “ynto Jesus the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith?» Read 
Hebrews 12:2 and 4:14, 15, 16. Our 
salvation is such a joy in life that I pray 
you may come into the fullness of it! 





[ betters from Readers 





To the Editor: I want to thank the 
friends who have sent and are still sending 
me checks for Miss Annie Johnson Fiimt, 
and I want them to know how deeply, even 
in her weakness and pain, she appreciates 
these tokens of your love. 

I went up to Clifton Springs and spent 
a part of a morsing with our friend. She 
was suffering greatly. There was no way 
in which she could lie in any comfort witi- 
out pressing on one. of the sores that have 
resulted from being so thin, and being forced 
to lie in.so few positions, due to her arth- 
ritis. 

I came away saying’ to myself a line 
from one of her loveliest poems. It begins :* 

“He giveth more grace when the burdens 
grow greater.” 

I have sent on the letters, as well as the 
money received, to Miss Flint, after send- 
ing out receipts, and today I had a letter 
from Miss Flint, a few lines of which I 
want to quote. She writes (dictates) : 

“TI was touched by the letters of the two 
who had been especially moved to~ pray 
for me lately. It did seem strange when 
they knew nothing of any extra trouble 
coming to me; and it gave me a feeling of 
security; another illustration of ‘This Mo- 
ment’ fene of her poems] : 

“In ways that-I- know and know not, 

I have the help of the Lord.” 

A large number of writers promise to 
pray for Miss Flint, and I want to ask the 
continuance of your intercession for her.’ I 
believe these prayers are even now being 
answered. Miss Flint closes her letter to 
me with these lines: 

“One day I had a very definite feeling 
. .. a sort of surge upward, as if 
been lifted on a wave of new strength, or 
the assurance of strength to come, not yet 
realized.” 

Quite a little money has come in, but 
there is yet room for those to whom Miss 
Flint has ministered through her poems, to 
return their thanks by ministering to her 
financial needs at this time. With real grati- 
tude to all of her friends, I am, faithfully 
yours, Ruth G. Winant, 145 East Fifty-sec- 
ond Street, New York. 


To the Editor: About-a year ago I for- 
warded a a to your paper to an 
inmate at the State Penitentiary, which 
boy was sent there for a term of several 
years for stealing my wife’s car. 

My wife placed a Néw Testament in his 
hands just before he left for the “pen,” 
and it may be of interest to you to know 
that we yesterday received a letter from 
him advising that he had thoroughly re- 
solved to give up his old associates, and 
had made a complete surrender to Jesus 
Christ, that he had gathered a few around 
himi and with The Sunday School Times 
Sunday-school lesson as a basis he felt he 
was a regular attendant in Sunday-school, 
and that he attended prison church regularly. 

We give you this information, as we feel 
that # will gladden your heart to see a soul 
saved through the medium of your publica- 





. We ask that you please do not let this 
subscription lapse, but advise me prior to 
the expiration, and I will be more than 
pl to renew the subscription for’ the 
good I know it is doing—A. Tennessee 
reader. 


To the Editor: I want to write to thank 
‘you for your continued loyal defense of the 
Gospel, and for your articles exposing 
the wrong in all other religions, and for 
your defense of _Miss Mayo’s accounts of 
India’s state and religions. It is sad to 
relate that not a few Christians attack 
“Mother India” and its authoress, but a 
quarter of a century of knowledge does 
not prove to me that she has exaggerated 
or misstated facts. There are not a few 
missionaries, I am sorry to say, who are: 
Modernists in belief, who join in the con- 
demnation of the k, but they are found 
engaged in advocating the supplementing 
of Christian truths with Hindu doctrines. 
We can thank God that so soon after Stan- 
ley Jones’ popularization of Hinduism, the 
real essence of India’s religion has been 
so widely exposed. India is sadly in the 
lap of the evil one, and most any religion 
that abounds in fatsehood wiil-find an“eagér 
following, but the truth is not wanted or 
sought except by God's elect people here. 








—A missionary in In 
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Lesson for August 5 
Acts 14: 1-28 





With the New Books| 


Mary Ellen’s Diary. By Mrs. H. S. 
Lehman. (Bfola Book Room, Los An- 
geles, Cal., 75 cents.) Mary Ellen writes 
to her most intimate friend these diary- 
letters telling a most interesting story of 
happy girlhood, of hearing, resisting, and 
finally yielding to the old, old story of 
the cross, — and last of all falling in love 
and becoming the wife of the young evan- 
gelist through whom she was converted. 
The entire book shows forth the appeal 
and power of the Gospel for young and 
old alike. It is true to the Bible, and is 
written in a refreshingly natural style. 
Here is a fine book to put into the hands 
of young people. 


- Careers. By Esca G. Rodger. (D. Ap- 
pleton and Co., New York, $1.50.) “Want 
to be a—” Well, what do you want to 
fit yourself to be? Shall you take the 
time for a college course? Can you hope 
to get the start you want without capi- 
tal?) How would you like to be able to 
interview nine outstanding leaders of as 
many leading vocations upon these and 
many other important questions pertain- 
ing to a life job? Esca G. Rodger has 





* done just that for you and published the 


interview, first in The American Boy and 
now in this volume. Each talk is as 
informing as a vocational lecture and as 
interésting as a personal chat. Even for 
the boy who leans to some calling not 
represented in these interviews there are 
many vital and challenging suggestions. « 


Bible Nature Stories in Chalk. By 


* Ella N. Wood. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
. New York, $1.50.) “Use only a few 
’ lines, but every line alive,” is the key to 


the success of this book on blackboard 
work. In six brief chapters is discussed 
the value of chalk work with children, 
and how to learn to use it/easily and 


- rapidly. What material is needed, and 


how to adapt the pictures to Bible teach- 
ing, are fully explained. Then follow 
nearly fifty stories,each having a touch 
of nature, illustrated with simple little 
sketches, for which full directions are 
given. -But the worker is urged to cre- 
ate his own drawings and is shown how 
readily this can be done. He soon learns 
that a very simple original picture, drawn 
rapidly while the children watch it grow, 
will win the attention and grip imagina- 
tion better than the most finished artistic 
effort. There are suggestions for the use 
of objects in telling Bible stories, and 
these are usually simple and easily obtain- 
able. The book is full of originality. 


& 

The Pedagogy of Jesus in the Twi- 
light of Today. By William Albion 
Squires, B.D. (George H. Doran Co., 
New York, $2, net.) Here is a book 
that ought to be read by every one. who 
essays to leadership in the field of -re- 
ligious education: It is written* by one 
who evidently knows not only what is 
being written and taught today in this 
field, but who knows how to evaluate 
it in relation to fundamental philosophy. 
One gets here not only a searching study 
of the Great Teacher, but the sure con- 
viction that ~he was far more than 
teacher. And yet this Teacher tests our 
procedures and materials today in no 
uncertain terms. The author dares to 
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take issue with much that passes as up- 
to-date educational theory, and challenges 
thoughtfully, and: it would seem success- 
fully, many of the accepted slogans of 
modern education. The book presents 
not only the. pedagogy of Jesus but a 
sane philosophy of religious education. 
Religious educators overwhelmed by the 
prevailing philosophy of education need 
the tonic of this. book. The author has 
read. widely, but better, he has thought 
deeply in the realm of religious education 
and he cannot but stimulate the thinking 
of those who wish to be oriented as well 
as informed in relation to the prope 
religious education of our youth. ' 


Old Nic in Nicotine. By Nathan 
Rosewater, M.D. (Church World Press, 
626 Huron Road, Cleveland, 25 cents.) 
The Deadly Cigarette. By Rev. S. L. 
C. Coward... (Pentecostal Publishing Co., 
Louisville, Ky., 25 cents.) Authenti- 
cated by official records from. medical 
journals, hospital gnd prison files, etc., 
these booklets reveal the terrible hold 
that tobacco and the cigarette have over 
their victims, and the awful havoc so 
often wrought in the lives of those who 
have become enslaved. “Old Nic” in- 
cludes some practical medical and dietary 
suggestions that will help to overcome 
the tobacco habit, but places too much 
emphasis on man’s self-control and su- 
premacy through reason, judgment, and 
the will, disregarding the fact that these 
are too frequently warped and stunted 
and inclined only to evil, and forgetting 
that only our ‘Lord’s supernatural power 
can save and take away man’s perverted 
desires. “The Deadly Cigarette” shows 
the effects on a boy’s body, mind, and 
soul, and contains fifty-four objections 
to the use of the cigarette. 

What Is the Difference Between Mor- 
monism and Biblical Christianity? By 
Franklin G. Huling, M.A. (Christian 
Alliance Publishing Company, New York, 
25 cents.) The teachings of the Mormon 
Church on certain vital doctrines, and 
the teachings of the Bible; are placed 
in parallel columns, thus making’ the 
distinctions sharp and clear. By this 
method of comparison the Mormon posi- 
tion is shown, of course, to be anti- 
Biblical_on every great subject, such as 
the Bible, God, Jesus Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, Sin, and Salvation. The quota- 
tions dre from “The Book of Mormon” 
and from Mormon leaders, Brigham 
Young, Joseph ‘smith, and others. The 
author includes abibliography giving title, 
author, publication, place, and date of 
publications of the Mormon atthoritative 
books from which all quotations are taken. 
Each series of parallel quotations is fol- 
lowed by a brief comment by the author 
which is enlightening and convincing. 
These comments are not written harshly, 


Church Equipment. Service 


Summer Time 


W ARM weather in many cases is the 
excuse for letting up in church 
work. It is natural that attendance may 
be smaller on account of vacations, but 
this should not lessen the efforts of Chris- 
tian leaders in planning and preparing for 
the season when church and Sunday- 
school activities are at their zenith. Many 
far-seeing executives in church work 
grasp the summer months as the best in 
which to make new installations, carry 
out new ideas, and the like. 

One of the most unique plans for 
keeping up the summer contributions and 
one that will work successfully at -any 
time in the year has recently been devised 
by a progressive supply house. It is a 
card seven by eleven inches, the center of 
which bears the name of the church or 
society with its street and town address 
together with an appropriate verse. 
Around the sides of the card are twenty 
indented circles into which a dime fits 
snugly. As these circles are filled they 
are covered with a sticker keeping the 
coins from falling out. 

The exceptional worth of the plan is 
that it raises money quickly and easily, 
There are few members of a church, 











but in the “Come now, let us reason” 
tone. The book. is of convenient size for 
distribution. . 
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A Son of Mother India Answers 


By D. G. Mukerji. (E. P. Dutton 
Co., New York, $1.50.) 


R. MUKERJI’S answer leaves Miss 

Mayo’s book, “Mother India,” un- 
answered. Gandhi's confession printed 
on page 78 shows clearly enough that 
“Mother India” is essentially unanswer- 
able. He declares it to be “a book that 
every Indian can read with some degree 
of profit, We may not repudiate the 
substance underlying the many allegations 
she has made.” , 

But does not the National Christian 
Council of India describe “Mother India” 
as untrue to the facts and unjust to the 
people of India? Yes, it is so quoted. 
And the National Christian Council of 
China took position favoring Chinese Na- 
tionalism _and its allied Bolshevism; 
what value, in the light of subsequent 
events, have its statements? The fact 
is that the National Christian Councils 
are dominated by Modernist influence. 

The Rev. Samuel McCrea Cavert of 
the Federal Council of Churehes of 
Christ in America agrees that “most of 
the facts which she repeats are substan- 
tially correct,” but regrets Miss Mayu’s 
lack of sympathy. Of sympathy for the 
sexual tyrants of India there is deservedly 
little; for their helpless victims very 
much, 

Mr. Mukerji quotes the Indian census 
to show that sixty: percent of Indian 
girls cross the age-period from ten to 
fifteen years unmarried. We are then 
to conclude that forty percent of the girls 
between ten ° fifteen are married. 
Critics of ‘Miss Mayo may take all the 
comfort they can out of this statistic; 
it is damaging. In answer to Miss Mayo’s 
quotation regarding the immoral life of 
a Hindu mystic, Mr. Mukerji retorts: 
“Impossible! for among our mystics we 
count such characters as Buddha, Jesus 
(who, too, was an Eastern mystic), 
Chaitnya, Kabu, and others.” Such is 
Hindu logic! Gandhi offers a companion 
piece to it. He had been told that there 
were obscene sculptures in the temple at 
Puri. Is it true, or isn’t it? “It was 
not without an effort that I was able to 
see those things,” he shuffles; “the thou- 
sands who flock the temple know nothing 
about it.” Here Mr. Gandhi is both in- 
genuous-and disingenuous. When he in- 
timates that Miss Mayo was employed by 
the British government to write “Mother 
India” as anti-nationalist propaganda he 
is disingenuous. 


Sunday-school or society that are not glad 
to place ten cents a day in. these cards, 
and they never miss it; But a hun- 
dred. people doing this’ brings an in- 
come of two hundred dollars. Some small 
Sunday-school classes and societies buy 
these cards in hundred lots, and each 
member pledges to fill the card in a 
month. Others secure a hundred, which 
is the smallest quantity in which they 
can be printed, and work the plan several 
times a year. It will interest many toe 
know that for slight additional cost one 
may have whatever wording he wishes 
on the. card and also a picture of the 
church or the pastor. 

Possibly there are among our readers 
those who have been successful with 
similar plans or have added new equip- 
ment that has been helpful. If they 
would write to us fully about these, théey 
would help others, and it would be greatly 
appreciated. We are also glad when our 
readers write to-us about their problems 
or their proposed purchases. Often we 
can be a real help. Address Church 
Equipment Service, The: Sunday School 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
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“But What 
Have You 


Done for 
His House?” 


A dear child of God sent us a 
letter so thought-provoking that 
we must pass it‘on to others of 
His true children: 


Herewith is check to be used 
as the Lord directs among His 
people “according to the flesh.” 

I have been greatly concerned , 
about “my house” and resting on - 
Acts 16: 31, I have been praying 
for the individual members. The 
other evening your advertisement 
caught my attention and immedi- 
ately it came to me — “But what 
have you done for, His house?” 

I trust it may be my privilege 
to be greatly concerned about 
“His house” from this time forth 
“until He come.” 


Surely the Holy Spirit works 
today. How else can you explain 
His leading, one by one, just such 
saints of God to see the need and 
place of Israel, “His House” in 
these last days of grace? 


And what about His House? It 
lies desolate, and Israel cannot see 
Him again until they shall say, 
“Blessed is He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord!” 

Some day He will leac you, too, 
to ask yourself, “What have I done 
for His House?” ‘Then remember 
that we are here, your servants in 











cording to the election of grace, 
that is to be saved into the Church 
before He comes. 


‘Our work merits your. confi- 
dence and support. Our efforts 
are directed to the evangelizing 
not only of the 2,000,000 Jews of 
New York, but of the 3,500,000 
Jews of America, as well as the 
Jews of Europe and Palestine. 
Branches are now maintained in 
Philadelphia and in Lithuania. 
Your help is always needed and 
appreciated. Our paper “THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE,” considered 
by many Bible students the most 
helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews in America, is sent to con- 
tributors. Regular price, 50c a 
year or 10c a copy. May we hear 
from you? 


American Board of Missions 


To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 




















DIME CARDS 


A novel way of raising money for Churches, 
Sunday Schools and Societies. Card size 7x 2z 
has twenty cut-outs where dimes fit in cnuay 
with seals provided to cover the dimes after 
inserted. 100 Cards cosy $10.00 and return 
you $200.00. 


THE ANDERSON PRESS 
S27 Penn Street - Reading, Pa. 

















Philadelphia. 


behalf of that Jewish remnant, ac- |{* 














In ordering goods, or im making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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A Challenge for 1928 


HE ambition of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance is ever to press 
forward into “the regions beyond”; 
to preach Christ where He has never 
been named. The power of the Holy 
Spirit in revival fulness; prevailing in- 
tercessory prayer; Spirit-filled men and 
women—called, prepared and appointed 
by God to His harvest field labors; and 
money given to God in tithes and free- 
will offerings by consecrated followers of 

Jesus Christ, are needed to accomplish 

this God-given task. | 
Among the areas which should be en- 

tered soon are: 

Three provinces of EASTERN SIAM, where 
over three million souls live in darkness 
without the Gospel light. 

BALUCHISTAN for pioneer work in three lan- 
£ es: Pushtu, among Afghans who travel 
nm large caravans through Chaman;_ Brohi, 
in song | sections of Baluchistan; Persian 
across the border northwest of Quetta; and 
also to take over from another Mission exist- 
ing work among Urdu-speaking Hindus. 

PERVU,—among the Cashibos,—wild, cannibal- 
istic, jungle Indians living between our pres- 
cent work at Cahaupanas among the Campas 
and our Quichua work at Huanuco. 

FRENCH WEST AFRICA—the Taureg tribe 
numbering over 180,000 near our present 
large in French West Africa. 

EAST INDIES—unoccupied portions of North 
Dutch Borneo, West rneo, the Celebes and 
other islands, where many oples includin 
various tribes of Dyaks are without the Gospe 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street New York, N. Y. 

















“THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION” 


JAMES H. McCONKEY’S LATEST BOOK 


Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said, ‘‘ Of all 
the books on Revelation that I have read, 
this is on the whole the clearest, most con- 
vincing and most satisfying.’’ 


Sent absolutely free to anyone interested enough 
to write for it. Address: 


SILVER PUBLISHING COMPANY 
(Dept. S.) Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Penna., U.S. A. 











Eastern University 


im the City of Philadelphia, Pa. 





A Christian College maintaining high 
Standards. Scholarly Faculty. 
Pre-Professional Courses. 
University Preparatory School Affiliated. 
Many opportunities for self-help. 
Session Opens September 13, 1928 
WRITE FOR NEW CATALOGUE 
Broad Street, and Reosevelt Blvd. 
Charles T. Ball, President 
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Send for Samples 
To Cuticura Dept. J, Malden, Mass. 
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Follawing the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


The Home Base and the First 
. Missionaries 

ty THERE had been a year of prayer 

in the church at Antioch, in order to 
get the Spirit’s mind as to the personnel 
for the first missionary journey it cer- 
tainly must have beem true that that 
same prayer group was sturdily holding 
up Paul and Barnabas during all their 
wonderful adventures for God in pagan 
countries. Are you daily, at family 
worship, at your Morning Watch, in 
your other devotions praying for- the 
missionaries of your own church? Are 
you praying for all, missionaries? Mr. 
J. H Smeeton’s. “Once-a~Week” is a 
booklet containing an orderly and com- 
prehensive plan for daily prayer for 
missionaries, Many hundreds are using 
it. Will you not join this praying group, 
studying the world map’as you encircle 
the globe with prayer? The booklet can 
be obtained from Mr. Smeetor at 2 Rue 
du Croissant, Algiers, North Africa 
(supported by free will offerings). 


July 30 to August 5 


Mon.—Acts 13 : 50 to 14: 7. 
The Gospel Received and Rejected. 

Yes, because the Holy Spirit is op- 
posed by the evil spirit. But the Gospel’s 
enemies cannot stop its progress. In 
Paul’s day and since, Christianity has 
magnificently triumphed over Jewish hate, 
Greek ridicule, and Roman power. God 
is greater than men or devils. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Get out your 
atlas and let the whole family take a 
glance at the map of the world, then 
‘pray for each continent by name — for 
the 150,000,000 people in North America; 
the 65,000,000 in South America; the 
500,000,000 in Europe; the 150,000,000 
in Africa; the 900,000,000 in Asia; and 
the 12,000,000 in the rest of the world. 
Tues.—Acts 14: 8-20. The Cripple at Lystra. 


Attention evidenced in faces in the 
audience helps a speaker whose message 
the Spirit uses. Often a face expresses 
sympathy, fellowship, assent to truth. 
Of all the listeners at Lystra, Paul read 
faith in every lineament of the cripple’s 
face; and Paul knew that he dared chal- 
lenge it. 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Open the atlas 
again, and pray for the country of North 

merica by name; for missions in 
Alaska and Labrador, and among the 
Indians; for all home missionary work 
in the States and Canada, and for evan- 
gelical missions elsewhere on the conti- 
nent; pray for every missionary you 
know. 

Wed.—Acts 14 : 21-28. 
Confirming and Organizing the Converts. 

Notice the content of the apostolic 
confirmation: continuousness, or the 
abiding life, a primary truth.for all new 
believers; not all a rose-bed experience, 
but tribulation; watch-care through 
undershepherds, and the prayer life with 
fasting. 

Prayer Succestions: Keep the atlas 
open, and pray for the superstitious, 
falsely-shepherded, Spanish-speaking mil- 
lions of South America; for the un- 
reached, fast-disappearing Indian tribes; 
for the 65,000,000 souls, of whom less 
than 1,000,000 have found the way of 
life through Christ. 

Thurs.--Acts 10 : 34-39, 
God No Respecter of Persons. 

God can break down, under the 
‘Spirit, in Cornelius’ house, in a bloodless 
revolution of caste-smashing as great as 
any in history, the gulf between Jew and 
Gentile. Modern missions are failing to 
put church responsibility as fully as they 
should upon those who are “accepted 
with Him,” whatever their tribe or color. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for 





Europe, struggling to its feet financially 
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and socially — Europe, favored with the 
Gospel before Asia, and yet having so 
sadly lost its first love. 
Fri—Isaiah 55 ; 1-7. 

The Gospel for All Mankind. 

The tree of Christianity which shelters 
all nations is gratted upon the stock of 
Judaism. “Salvation is of the Jews.” 
“I am tired,” said a missionary to an 
Indian crowd. “Are you more tired than 
we are hungry?” they cried. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Africa, 
the ecar-shaped continent, which is listen- 
ing for the message of salvation from 
Western Lands, the so-called “dark con- 
tinent,” and “rubbish heap of humanity,” 
for the healing of which Livingstone 
and other missionaries have died. , 
Sat.—Micah 4: 1-5. 

Pagan Nations Turning to God. 

There may be a false peace before 
Armageddon’s « ultimate battle horrors, 
but cannon will-never be forged into trac- 
tion..plows until the Mountain of God’s 
House, Zion, becomes- the place of 
Christ’s reign. (See Scofield Reference 
Bible note here.) a 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Asia, 
the cradle of the human race, the home 
of castes, systems, and idol worshipers; 
for war-torn China; for unrestful India; 
for Tibet, “the roof of the world,” and 
the lands north of. # where recent ex- 
plorations have discovered a great Gos- 
pel heart-hunger; pray for Palestine, 
where, in the providence of God, the 
Jew is unconsciously. winding God’s 
clock to strike soon @ great hour of 
human destiny. 

Sun.—Matthew 5 : 10-16, 
The Price and Privilege of Discipleship. 

“The beatific character,” says Dr. Sco- 
field, commenting on this passage, “un- 
attainable by effort, is wrought in the 
believer by the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23).” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
isles of the sca, little dots on the map, but 
swarming with tribes for whom. Christ 
died; for those whom Mr. Thomas E. 
Stephens used to call “the isolated and 
submerged peoples,’ the Jews, the lepers, 
the Armenians, the American Indians. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Alsica 30 yoors, 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
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TONY PROSK CGO 
Ss for College Distinctively 


istir 
Christian 
A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 
achievement. Full accredited. Prepares 
for all the leading colleges. Intensive work 
under college-trained teachers. Small classes. 


campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor sports. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 


School for Christian Workers 


Demand for young women trained in Christian 
work is growing. Our two and three year courses 
epere eligious Education Directors, Deaconesses, 

‘astors’ Assistants. Sunday School and Social Service 
Workers, Missionaries. “Degrees and certificates 
granted. Special shorter courses. _High School edu- 


cation required. Scholarships. Catalog. ~~’ : 
Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


» By the easy, 
Learn Another Man’s Language '%.1'5,°3°: RS: 
Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 
sian, Portuguese, he ice, $1.75. Over a mil- 
lion sold. Send for free circulars. 
THE PETER REILLY CO., Publishers: 
ept. S 5., 133 N. 13th St., Philadeiphia. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Su School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs thé publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States’ because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 

cial request. 5 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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